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SPRING UPDATE - May 2020 

Well, a whole lot has happened since our last MEF newsletter! We hope your family is faring 
well, staying active, healthy, and sane in these incredible times. Here is an update on where the 
MEF stands at the moment and thoughts on what lies ahead.


Financial Snapshot 

Budget for the 2019-2020 school year: $209,000

Amount raised to date (May 2020): $196,000

• Annual Giving Campaign: $96,000 

• Jog-a-Thon: $54,000 
• Auction: $31,000 
• Misc. other income: $15,000


Many thanks to all Madera families who contributed to the annual giving campaign, the Jog-a-
thon, and the online auction! We did fall short on our overall fundraising goals this year, as a 
result of the Gala cancellation. However, our expenses were also less than expected, due to 
the school site closure. Fortunately, we are able to maintain our budget for next year at a 
comparable level to this past year’s. If we fall short on fundraising next year, we will need to 
reduce our budget for the following year accordingly.


Current Programs Status 

After a long and grueling process to get our music program up-and-running again, we had only 
just begun mere weeks before the school site closure. Our new music teachers are amazing 
and have adapted to provide online music classes for our kids. So far, we’ve heard nothing but 
great feedback from kids and parents alike, and we are really happy with this quality program.   
We continue to work on getting Ms. Wu back for the fall, but the pandemic has added 
complications to that process. We remain hopeful, but will likely need to pursue other options.


The Reading Support program has concluded for the year, as the last group session ended at 
spring break and there were significant obstacles to starting a new session. We are looking at 
how we might implement this program in the future.


Ms. Leah is still providing Garden curriculum for classes, however, obviously, her hours are 
greatly reduced. She is occasionally harvesting produce from the garden to sell. If you are 
interested in buying any, keep your eyes open for notices in the Monday Message and Madera 
Parents Facebook page. 


The budget we have for teachers supplies, field trips, etc., is being applied to comparable 
options. Many teachers have been able to use these funds to support their work in distance 
learning. 


Puberty Education was provided successfully online with the excellent Ms. Chen. This class 
translated quite well to the online platform and we were so glad not to have to cancel this 
important program.
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Our first-ever Grants Program was also a huge success. We provided grants for 11 separate 
proposals,  totaling $10,000. There were a broad variety of proposals that ranged from a 
physics workshop series to books on diversity for individual classroom libraries.


Looking Ahead 

Obviously, our entire reality has changed with the novel Coronavirus pandemic. The MEF is 
working, like everyone, to figure out how to prepare for the future, particularly given that we do 
not know what school will look like next year. Just like our teachers and school administrators, 
we are having to imagine various different scenarios and how to best prepare for all of them. 
We are envisioning ways to improve our current programs in each of the possible scenarios, 
and are also considering whether MEF funds would be better used on entirely different 
programs. These are decisions which will be deliberated and finalized over the summer, after 
our new Board is elected.


Questions about the MEF? Please contact MEF President, Karineh Samkian,  
at karinehs@gmail.com, or reach out to any other Board member.
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