
Reading ideas November 2019 

 

 
The Great Big Book of Families by Mary Hoffman 
Grade Level: Preschool - 3 
Features all kinds of families and their lives together. Each spread showcases 
one aspect of home life - from houses and holidays, to schools and pets, to 
feelings and family trees.  
 
 

 
The Name Jar by Yangsook Choi 
Grade Level: Preschool - 2 
Being the new kid in school is hard enough, but what about when 
nobody can pronounce your name? Having just moved from Korea, 
Unhei is anxious that American kids will like her. So instead of 
introducing herself on the first day of school, she tells the class that 
she will choose a name by the following week. Her new classmates 
are fascinated by this no-name girl and decide to help out by filling a 
glass jar with names for her to pick from. 
 

 
Red: A Crayon’s Story by Michael Hall 
Grade Level: Preschool - 1 
A blue crayon mistakenly labeled as "red" suffers an identity crisis. Almost 
everyone tries to “help” him be red until a friend offers a new perspective. 
He’s blue! About finding the courage to be true to your inner self. This can be 
read on multiple levels.  
 

 
 
The Parker Inheritance by Varian Johnson 
Grade Level:3 - 6 
When Candice finds a letter in an old attic in Lambert, South Carolina, 
she isn't sure she should read it. It's addressed to her grandmother, 
who left the town in shame. But the letter describes a young woman. 
An injustice that happened decades ago. A mystery enfolding its 
writer. And the fortune that awaits the person who solves the puzzle. 

 
 

 



 

You Go First by Erin Entrada Kelly 

Grade Level: 3 - 7 
Twelve-year-old Charlotte Lockard and eleven-year-old Ben Boxer are 
separated by more than a thousand miles. On the surface, their lives 
seem vastly different—Charlotte lives near Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, 
while Ben is in the small town of Lanester, Louisiana. 
 
 
 

 
Ghost. Lu. Patina. Sunny. by Jason Reynolds 
Grade Level: 4 - 8 
A series of books with four kids from very different backgrounds 
with personalities that are explosive when they clash. All are a 
part of an elite middle school track team that goes to the state 
championships. They all have a lot to lose, but they also have a lot 
to prove, not only to each other, but to themselves. 
 
 
 
 

Drama by Raina Telgemeier 
Grade Level: 5 - 8 
Through drama—a play—and drama between characters, this graphic 
novel explores middle school feelings with boyfriends and girlfriends 
and boyfriends and boyfriends.  
 
 
 
 

 
 
Check also out the online resources on our website: 

 
http://maderaschool.org/reading-clubs/ 
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