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Romare Bearden

Biography

His Work

           Romare Bearden was born in Charlotte, North Carolina, 
           in 1911. His friends called him Romie, and he loved cats. 
           When Bearden was about three years old, his family 
moved from the rural South to New York City, where their lives centered on vibrant Harlem. 
Bearden opened up his mind to everything in the city—its diverse people, the new sounds of jazz, 
and a wide variety of art, including paintings by Pablo Picasso and sculpture from Africa. Bearden 
studied everything he could, and when he decided to be an artist, he had a rich source of 
knowledge and experiences from which to create art. He also wrote books and articles, especially 
about African-American art and life.

Bearden made art using many different materials, but he was most famous for his collages. 
Snippets from magazines, photographs, painted papers, foil, posters, and art reproductions were 
among his materials. These were his “paints.” 
Bearden arranged them on paper or board and 
then glued them down. Bearden described his 
work as “collage paintings” because he would 
often paint on top of the collaged papers. 
Because so many pieces make up Bearden’s 
pictures, there are many details to examine.
Bearden used reoccurring themes in much of his
art: African-American life and traditions; 
stories from religion, history, literature and myth;
blues singers and jazz musicians; and landscapes.
When looking at his work, you should also keep
and eye out for some of his favorite elements: 
cats, birds, trains, windows, smoke stacks, the sun
and moon, musicians and city streets.

Pittsburgh Memory - 1964

“I think the artist has to be something like a whale, 
swimming with his mouth wide open, absorbing 
everything until he has what he really needs. When he
finds that, he can start to make limitations. And then he
really begins to grow.”
      -Romare Bearden 



To Learn More

Art Project
Bearden’s subjects were the people, places, music and stories he knew. Now it is your turn. Create 
an original collage of the people, places, music or stories in your life. To begin, find old magazines, 
newspapers, gift wrap, shopping bags, foil, fabric, colored paper. You will also need glue, scissors, 
and a sheet of heavy paper or cardboard as a base. Next, cut out your shapes, arrange them on 
your base,  and glue them down. You can add paint, crayon, or marker to your creation if you like. 

• Examine the Romare Bearden artwork exhibited on the Artist of The Month board
• Look for the following books at the library:

 Li’l Dan, The Drummer Boy: A Civil War Story
 By Romare Bearden

 I Live in Music
 Poem by Ntozake Shange,
 paintings by Romare Bearden

 Me and Uncle Romie
 By Claire Hartfield

 Romare Bearden: Collage of Memories
 By Jan Greenberg

• Participate in this month’s Art Project inspired by Romare
   Bearden’s collage art!

The Block - 1971

Time For The Bass - 1979


