
Artist of the Month       By Lia Lackey

Georgia O’Keeffe

Biography

Her Work

            Georgia O’Keefe was born in Sun Prairie, Wisconsin, in 1887.  
            She started painting flowers as a child and decided to become 
            an artist when she was 12 years old. Over the course of her life, 
            O’Keefe lived in many different parts of the country, including 
            New York,  Virginia, Chicago and Texas. But on a trip to Taos, 
New Mexico in 1929 she found the landscape that would eventually become both the subject of 
her artwork and her home. She moved to New Mexico permantently in 1946 and lived there for 
the rest of her life. O’Keefe had a life long love of roller skating. Even after she became too old to 
skate by herself, she often had her assistant lift her onto his back and skate around with her!

Georgia O’Keeffe is known for her paintings of flowers, bones, shells, stones, leaves, trees, 
mountains, and other natural forms. By surrounding herself with objects from nature, she could 
make careful observations, analyzing shapes and patterns and recording colors and essential 
details. Her paintings are few in subject matter, 
but vastly different in terms of composition. She 
believed that “to see takes time” and would often
paint the same flower or shell many times. 
During her long career (she lived to be 98 years 
old),  O’Keefe made over 200 flower paintings. 
She focused the attention on the flower by 
magnifying and simplifying its form.  At the time, 
this was a revolutionary new way of painting 
flowers. Her work combines cubism and realism, 
which resulted in paintings that depict objects 
realistically but emphasize their geometrical 
form and shape.  

White Trumpet Flower - 1932

“When you take a flower in your hand and really look at it, it's 
your world for the moment. I want to give that world to 
someone else. Most people in the city rush around so, they 
have no time to look at a flower. I want them to see it whether 
they want to or not.”
      -Georgia O’Keefe 



To Learn More

Art Project
O’Keeffe’s subjects were landscapes and other elements of the natural world. Now it is your turn.  
First, select something from nature to study—a flower, leaf, shell, or stone. Set it on a table and sit 
nearby with your paper and drawing materials. You can use any medium you like, including
watercolor paints, colored pencils, charcoal, pastels, markers or crayons. Examine the object 
carefully. Study the colors, shapes, patterns, and designs. Consider what makes the object unique. 
             Make a series of drawings exploring this 
             object. Try drawing it from all sides, choose an 
             unusual angle or a small detail to focus on. 
             With each drawing, try to fill the entire sheet 
             of paper. Choose your favorite of the many 
             versions you create to turn in. 

• Examine the Georgia O’Keeffe artwork exhibited on the Artist of The Month board 
• Look for the following books at the library:

 My Name Is Georgia
 By Jeanette Winter

 Georgia’s Bones
 By Jen Bryant

 Through Georgia’s Eyeys
 By Rachel Rodriguez

 Georgie O’Keeffe
 By Ruth Thomson

 The Spirit Catchers: An Encounter with Georgia O’Keeffe
 By Kathleen Kudlinski

• Participate in this month’s Art Project inspired by Georgia O’Keeffe’s paintings!

Ram's Head with Hollyhock - 1930

Shell No.1 - 1928


