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Candido Portinari

Biography

His Work

            Candido Portinari was born on December 29 1903 on a coffee
            plantation near Brodosque in Sao Paulo Brazil. He was the child
            of Italian immagrants, and moved to Rio de Janeiro to study art
            at only 15 years old.  Eventually his paintings won him 
            admission to the Brazillian National Fine Arts School where he 
            won the annual European Travel Fellowship. In 1930, after 
            spending two years studying art in Paris, Portinari returned to 
            Brazil determined to paint Brazillian life as he knew it. Once he 
sent for 60 pounds of earth from different areas in Brazil and mixed the black, purple, reddish, and 
yellow dirt into his paints. Portinari captured in his paintings the way of life of ordinary people, 
their joy and their suffering. Later in his life, Portinari became involved in Brazillian politics, even 
running for a place in the Brazillian Senate in 1947. Soon afterwards, he started to become sick 
from the lead in his paints. He died in 1962, poisoned by the paint he used.

Candido Portinari is considerd one of the greaest Brazilian artists not only because his paintings 
are visually interesting, but also because they served the larger purpose of calling attention to the 
social inequalities in Brazil. His work depicted 
human bodies with enormous feet, symbolizing 
their connection to the earth, and portrayed the 
reality of Brazil’s rural population. Over the course 
of his career he painted almost 5,000 works, 
ranging from small sketches to enormous murals. 
He completed many important pieces of public 
art in the United States, including murals at the 
Library of Congress and at the United Nations 
Building in New York City.  Portinari never stopped 
working, even after becoming ill from his paints. 
He viewed his art as a way to pay tribute to his 
land and his people. 

Colona Sentada - 1935

“I paint, to teach my people what is wrong.”
      -Candido Portinari



To Learn More

Art Project
Portinari’s subjects were the common people of Brazil. Now it is your turn!  Observe the people in 
your community; watch them work, play and rest. Using any medium you like, including watercolor 
paints, colored pencils, charcoal, pastels, markers or crayons, create an original artwork that features
people (or a single person) from your community. Focus on the shapes their bodies make while 
moving, or while still. Pay attention to the structure of the body, how the muscles, bones and 
     tendons can be seen (or not seen) through the skin. How are their 
     hands and feet being used? How does their activity relate to their 
     surroundings? Use color to help show people in their everyday 
     environment. 

    

• See the Candido Portinari artwork exhibited on the Artist of The Month board in the main hall.

• Look for the following books at the library:

 Maria Rosa: Everyday Fun and Carnival Frolic with Children in Brazil 
 by Vera Kelsey, illustrated by Candido Portinari

 Brazil (A to Z)
 By Justine Fontes and Ron Fontes

 Portinari: His Life and Art 
 By Josias Leão

• Check out the Portinari Project Archive online for more 
   examples of his artwork:   
   http://www.portinari.org.br/acervoIngles/index.htm

• Participate in this month’s Art Project inspired by Candido Portinari’s paintings and murals!

Balanço - 1959

Menino Sentado - 1945


