
 

President’s Message 

Dear Madera Friends,  

 

September is here, and school is back in session. I hope everyone is settling in to their 

new schedules. 

 

Our first PTA meeting is Monday, September 9th, at 7PM in the library. Come meet 

Madera parents who are committed to improving the educational experience for every 

Madera student. Learn about our programs and goals. Refreshments served – all are wel-

come. 

 

Back to School night is Thursday, September 12th. Please plan on attending. You will 

meet your student's teacher, and get a preview of what's in store for the classroom. This 

is a parents only event. 

 

On Thursday the 19th, please join us at Arlington Park for Pizza in the Park. Everyone is 

invited, especially teachers! Bring your family, have some pizza, play in the park, and 

show your Madera spirit! The kindergarten families get to return to the park the follow-

ing Tuesday for a potluck. 

 

We have many events planned this year. Our organization needs volunteers - we cannot 

do it without you! Our PTA is committed to openly and fairly recruiting volunteers and 

committee chairs. Please take a moment to consider how you would like to contribute 

this year. Whether it is in the classroom, after school, at home, or on the weekends, 

your time is invaluable to us. Contact Michele Yost if you are interested in helping out: 

whitneyfan13@gmail.com 

 

Madera PTA just launched our Direct Appeal campaign. We are thankful for each and 

every donation. Your generosity helps fund our programs – we could not do it without 

you. 

 

If you are not on our email tree, please sign up. You will only get official PTA messages. 

The emails will be short and sweet. https://groups.google.com/group/maderapta/

subscribe?hl=en. If that is confusing or doesn't work, send a message to 

mptapresident@yahoo.com 

 

Best wishes for a successful school year, 

 

Steven Gaffagan 

President, Madera PTA 

mptapresident@yahoo.com 
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Dear Madera Community: 

 

On Saturday, the America's Cup officially begins. After a summer of races, Oracle Team USA will defend its 

title against Emirates Team New Zealand. I’ll admit, I’ve been a bit (okay, very) consumed with these races - 

not only because I love the racing itself, but, maybe most of all, for the many parallels I find to so many as-

pects of life, including the work we do in schools.  

 

The teams who competed this summer leading up to this final race series demonstrated perseverance in the 

face of adversity, dedication, strength, ingenuity, seamless teamwork and a fierce determination to win.  Each 

America’s Cup team is comprised of support staff; designers, builders and engineers; management; shore 

crew; and a sailing crew. Systems, structures and resources are aligned with over 100 people per team work-

ing together with the single purpose of winning the Cup. They believe in each other and they believe they can 

win. 

 

Good schools are like this: a team with high expectations, working toward a common goal. Each one’s ef-
forts, in ways small and large, seen and unseen, are required to make schools a great place of learning for our 

children. We work together, and how we work together makes a difference. Our theme for this year is One 

School…One Community…One Team. And we’re off to a great start!  

 

We have several new members to our crew: Julie Patten is teaching our 2/3 class added for this year in re-

sponse to class size reduction; Betty Buginas is teaching the 4/5 class; Melanie Phippard joins the 5th grade 

team; and, Trish Cetrone is teaching 6th grade. I know you’ll enjoy getting to know them and will welcome 

them warmly into the community. 

 

The America’s Cup transitioned this year from sailing big, beautiful, single hulled boats to foiling on the AC72 

catamarans. We are transitioning from the former state standards to the Common Core State Standards 

(CCSS) adopted by nearly all states. As a school, we prepared well last year, garnering a good understanding 

of what’s expected by reading and learning together so that we might make wise decisions about how to pro-

ceed toward full implementation in ways that make sense for our children. Our focus this year is on writing, 

integrating content, and on fostering real thinking rather than rote memorization. The Habits of Mind adopted 

last year serve us well in developing good thinking skills.  

 

Various groups are working to help us in this transition. Our tech committee is developing a school plan to 

integrate technology more fully into our curriculum and to address the technology needs laid out in the CCSS. 

Similarly, teams will be working on art and science so that we address those in thoughtful, engaging ways as 

well. Our School Site Council (SSC) is seeking to coordinate this work, developing a good understanding of 

the CCSS, analyzing school site data, and bringing key groups together in a comprehensive and cohesive effort. 

 

Learning together, with an emphasis on meeting the needs of the whole child, as a school community we are 

collectively reading a book called Last Child in the Woods, by Richard Louv. Books can be purchased in the 

office for $8.25 and will be available at the book fair in the library all next week, including the hour before 

Back-to-School Night. A night for discussion is being scheduled in late September or early October.   

 

As a district, we are finalizing a Strategic Plan which should go to the Board in early October. [Continued on 

page 3]  
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With new mission and vision statements as well as many defined action steps beneath six key objectives, this 

new plan charts the course for our district. You can find the plan itself on the website and may offer feedback 

either by attending a meeting on September 9 from 6:30 to 8 pm at Collins Elementary in Pinole or by email 

to strategicplan@wccusd.net. I encourage you to take some time to read through it and help determine the 

final draft through our thoughtful comments and questions. 

 

They say the best designed boat wins the race. I wonder, though, if a unified vision isn’t even more important. 

We might have the best boat in the race, but if we don’t all know where we’re headed or what we’re doing, 

we won’t get very far. So, as a school, this is one key area of focus this fall. Be thinking: What’s our finish 

line? Are we clear about our common goal? Are we working well together to sail this fast moving boat on 

course toward the finish? More clearly, what do you want for your child? What about for all our children? 

How can we support each other to get there? 

 

There’s much to be done this year and a place for everyone on this team. I’m looking forward to an exciting 

year ahead, discovering, learning, designing and thinking with all of you, as one school, one community, and 
one team. Hang on! Team Madera has crossed the start line. 

 

Alison 

 

May 2013 

First PTA Meeting  — Monday, September 9  
Please join us for the first PTA meeting of the year on Monday, September 9 at 7 pm in the Library. Learn 

about our programs and plans, as well as volunteer opportunities.  

Principal’s Message [continued from pg. 2] 

Mark you calendars for Pizza in the Park on Thursday, September 19  — Madera PTA’s first event of the 

year! It will be held from 5 to 8 pm in Arlington Park. Take the night off from cooking, chat with old friends 

and teachers, meet new ones, and let the kids run around and have fun. It’s crazy, it’s fun and it’s a great way 

to connect with the entire Madera community.  

 
Pizza must be reserved in advance. Fill out the ticket form in the blue folder. Pizza, salad, drinks and dessert 

are included. Want to volunteer? We need help with set up, clean up, food prep and food service. Contact 

Jodie Chin at jopeng@hotmail.com.  See you there! 

Page 3 

 

 Come to Back to School Night 

Visit your child’s class, meet their teacher and hear about the curriculum and plans for the coming year at 

Back to School Night on Thursday, September 12. Teachers of grades 3 –6 will speak to parents from 7 

to 7:25. Grades K – 2 will meet from 7:35 to 8 pm. Please note that Back to School Night is for parents, only. 

Please do not bring your children.  

Don’t Miss Pizza in the Park! 
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