
 

Principal’s Message 

Happy May, Madera Family! In honor of National Teacher Appreciation Week coming next 

week, I’d like to publically acknowledge how very grateful I am for the hard work and dedica-
tion of our amazing teachers. Madera teachers go the extra mile at every turn! They arrive 

early, stay late and can even be found at school on the weekend. They work hard to creatively 

and thoughtfully meet the myriad needs in their classrooms, supporting each other along the 

way. They are committed to their own learning, attending workshops, collaborating and read-
ing to do this important work well. Each day they do what they do for children. Many, many 

thanks, dear teachers! 

The following poem by Marge Piercy is dedicated to our teachers and to all of you who work 

so very hard to make Madera the great school that it is, for our children. 

With gratitude, ~Alison 

To be of use 

The people I love the best 

Jump into work head first  
Without dallying in the shallows 

And swim off with sure strokes almost out of sight. 

They seem to become natives of that element, 

The black sleek heads of seals 
Bouncing like half-submerged balls. 

 
I love people who harness themselves, an ox to a heavy cart, 

Who pull like water buffalo, with massive patience, 
Who strain in the mud and the muck to move things forward, 

Who do what has to be done, again and again. 
 

I want to be with people who submerge  
In the task, who go into the fields to harvest 

And work in a row and pass the bags along, 
Who are not parlor generals and field deserters 

But move in common rhythm 

When the food must come in or the fire be put out. 

 
The work of the world is common as mud. 

Botched, it smears the hands, crumbles to dust. 
But the thing worth doing well done 

Has a shape that satisfies, clean and evident. 
Greek amphoras for wine or oil, 

Hopi vases that held corn, are put in museums 
But you know they were made to be used. 

The pitcher cries for water to carry  
And a person for work that is real. 
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Don’t miss your chance to have fun and score some loot at the Madera Auction, the school’s annual adults-

only party and biggest fundraiser! This year’s auction will be this Saturday, May 4 from 5:30 to 10 pm at 

the El Cerrito Community Center. Tickets will still be available at the door for $35 each.  The theme will be 

the Kentucky Derby, so break out your silly, elegant, dapper or floppy straw hats and ascots and come on 

down!  

Bid on items such as the cherished class plates, wine tastings, tickets for fun family outings, themed gift bas-

kets, and much, much, more! Go to auctions.readysetauction.com/madera to preview items that will 

be sold on auction night.  

Don’t want to engage in a bidding war? Then just come and support the school and the many programs that 

the PTA delivers for your kids by buying a ticket and joining the fun. The Madera auction is our biggest fund-

raiser – raising up to $25,000 for extracurricular activities that help our children grow. The money raised will 

support beloved programs like the Garden, Band and Choral music, field trips, and the many fun and educa-

tional activities held throughout the year such as the Art Fair and International Night.  

The evening includes dinner by Madera parents and chefs Arnon Oren and Melissa Fernandez, wine, music, 

dancing, and adult conversation. Come and get to know the parents you always see at morning drop-off! 

Don’t have a babysitter? We’ve got you covered! The Sixth Grade is providing on-site daycare (or night care 

in this case). The cost is $25 for one child and $40 for two. Space is limited so act now! To reserve a spot, 

please contact Alonn Ilan at alonnilan@gmail.com.  

You can also contribute by volunteering your time. We especially need prep cooks and help setting up the 

Community Center. Please review the full job list and sign-up using VolunteerSpot.com or contact Beckie 

Denio at e2denio@comcast.net.     

1. Click this link to go to our invitation page on VolunteerSpot: http://vols.pt/TVNjYZ 

2. Enter your email address: (You will NOT need to register an account on VolunteerSpot) 

3. Sign up! Choose your spots - VolunteerSpot will send you an automated confirmation and reminders. Easy! 

4. Please provide your phone number in case you need to be reached on the day of your assignment due to 

any last minute changes. After you select a job in Step 3, you should get a pop-up window asking for your 

name and phone number. Hope to see you there! 
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Congratulations to the 2013-14 PTA Executive Board members, who were elected at the April PTA meeting. 

The slate was unanimously elected by voice vote. It includes...President: Steven Gaffagan. Vice President: 

Patty Osorio-O’Dea. 1st VP for Programs: Anne-Marie Soltero. 2nd VP for Membership: Michele Yost. 3rd VP 

for Fundraising: Jen Toledo. Treasurer: Mindy Brown Leuchner. Secretary: Clare Sheridan. Financial Secre-

tary: Cassidy Ellis. Auditor: Aaron Lewis. Historian: Ron Toledo.  

 
Many thanks to the outgoing Executive Board members for their service. Members “retiring” from the Board 

include: 2nd VP for Membership Negar Souza; 3rd VP for Fundraising Matt Reed; Treasurer Carolee Purcell; 

and Historian Michael Balmaceda. Many thanks, as well, to Parliamentarian Krista Easton.  

Announcing the 2013-14 PTA Executive Board 

http://auctions.readysetauction.com/madera
http://vols.pt/TVNjYZ
mailto:e2denio@comcast.net
http://vols.pt/TVNjYZ


In March, the 6th grade went to Alliance Redwoods Camp. It was really fun and every day we went on hikes, 

the perfect adventure for me. My mom accompanied me on the trip and we stayed in a cabin called Dog-

wood. It had a fireplace, a living room, two couches, three showers and bathrooms, four sinks, and four 

rooms with heaters in every one. We had the best cabin out of everyone from Madera. 

Other things we did were two amazing challenge courses, a zip line and the Piñata Swing. My favorite course 

was the Piñata Swing. First, you would get clipped into a harness and put on a helmet. Next, you would climb 

up a ladder and after your naturalist (mine was Peppermint) would tell you what to do late on in the chal-
lenge course; you fall back and dangle in the air. Then your groups (for example mine was the banana slugs) 

pull a rope that acts like a pulley and you go near the top of the Redwood trees if you wanted to. Lastly, a 

blue rope is clipped into the rope used as a pulley and you yank it towards the creek. Out of nowhere you 

would just drop and soar over the creek with your group looking like tiny ants below you. I went all the way 

to the top and it was quite an adrenaline rush! 

We also did a night hike and learned how to hear more clearly and smell like a dog; which is really well. You 

cup your ears toward the front of you and you’ll hear the difference. To smell like a dog you just take your 

finger, lick it, and rub that licked finger on your nose the particles of the smell go deep into your nose and it 

is a really different smell. I learned a lot of things on that night hike.  

Another thing I loved about camp was the delicious, scrumptious food. My favorite meals were for breakfast, 

country fried steak gravy and biscuits. It was delicious! The other two meals were Mexican night and past 

night. A cool thing was that every lunch and dinner we had dessert. My favorite dessert was coffee cake. I en-

joyed my time at camp. 
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Get ready to play! The biggest, most exciting and final event of the year, the Madera Carnival is right around 

the corner. In addition to the usual fun carnival games like the ever popular toilet toss, there will be some 

exciting new activities, including the Madera Big-Wheel Relay, a thrilling relay race featuring K-6 grade teams, 

and a custom-made, long-distance water balloon launcher. Food and drink will include mouth-watering bbq 

tri-tip sandwiches, a taco truck and Jamba Juice. And you won’t want to miss out on the cupcake walk!  

Volunteers Needed!  

We need classes to take on running the carnival booths.  A list of carnival games to sign up for will either be 

included in next week’s Blue Folder and/or posted on the PTA website.  If you have a game or activity to 

propose, please let us know. 

We also need volunteers to help with set-up on the Friday before and the day of the carnival, helping out 

during Carnival, as well as tearing down afterwards.  A sign-up list for these will be put in the Blue Folder 

and/or posted on the PTA website as well. 

Contact Mathew Swain swainclan4@gmail.com or Christian Matthews xian.matthews@gmail.com with any 

questions, ideas or comments.  Carnival squad members will be at the Auction and happy to chat then too 

(except during the bidding wars!). 

The Carnival is on Saturday, May 18, 11 am to 3 pm, Madera Lower Yard. Can’t wait to see you 

there!  

Get Ready For the Madera Carnival! 
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