
Afterschool Enrichment Program 

  MASEP Late Spring 2013 
Registration Begins: March 11, 2013 

Classes Begin: March 25, 2013 
 

1. Registration will be accepted only at the Community Center, 7007 Moeser Lane or 

online.  Free on-line registration is available at www.el-cerrito.org/recreation.  

2. The discount for students enrolled in our childcare during MASEP is $7.50. 

3. Unless your child is in our childcare program, it is the parent/guardians’ responsibility to 

pick up their child after class.  Parents will be charged a $15 late fee, or fraction 

thereof, for every fifteen minutes they are late picking up their child. 

4. Separate payment for materials fees need to be paid directly to the instructor.   

5. Rain-out Policy for Outdoor Classes:  Unless your child is enrolled in our childcare 

program, please be prepared to pick-up your child after school in the event of rain.  

You may call 510-559-7000, close to class time to see if a decision has been made to 

cancel a class.  Credits for rained out classes will be applied to your account.            
 

TRANSPORTATION – Please Read Carefully 
1. You must fill out the transportation section of the registration form in order for your child to 

be transported to class.  If you do not fill this out, we will assume that the parent/ 

guardian is providing transportation. 
 

2. Space is limited and transportation will be on a first-come-first-serve basis to select classes 

(see below).  There will be an $8 transportation for all non-childcare students for each 

class they will need transportation to.  
 

3. Return transportation will be provided only for childcare students enrolled in childcare on 

the same day as a MASEP class. No return transportation for childcare and non childcare 

children for classes ending 5:15pm or later; parents are responsible for picking up their 

child at the off-site class location.    
 

4. Transportation will be available for all Madera Students enrolled in the following classes: 

Wednesdays- Tennis and Hip Hop Dance. Thursdays- Carpentry, 3pm class only (due to 

time constraints, we cannot van PM Kindergarteners). Non-Childcare students in these 

classes must report to the Multi-Purpose Room immediately after school and check-in 

with the van driver. 
 

5. Childcare students can additionally be vanned to the following classes: Thursdays–

1:45pm Kind. Carpentry, 4:15pm Carpentry, Clay & Karate.   
 

6. There is no vanning for Art Everywhere and Tuesday Karate.   
 

MASEP OFF SITE CLASS LOCATIONS 
  

1. El Cerrito Community Center, 7007 Moeser Lane (cross street: Ashbury Ave.) 

a. Carpentry Room: go into Main Hall, make your first right and it’s the second room on 

the left. 

b. Skylight Room: Room off of main hall. 

2. Canyon Trail Art Center:  From Madera go north on Arlington Blvd., turn left on Cutting, 

right on Hagen.  Follow signs to clubhouse to 6757 Gatto. 

3. Tassajara Pottery Studio:  From Madera go north on Arlington Blvd., turn left on Barrett, left 

on Tassajara to 2575 Tassajara. 

4. Arlington Tennis Courts:  From Madera, go south on Arlington Blvd. to 1120 Arlington.   

http://www.el-cerrito.org/recreation


  

 
 

MONDAY     

SPANISH 
Instructor: Eric Gavidia 

 

There’s no time like childhood to master a second language.  Give your child a leg up in life and expose them 

to new cultures by enrolling in Spanish.  With current trends and demographic shifts, next to English, Spanish is 

the second leading language in California.  Taught by a native speaker and certified group facilitator, 

language sessions will focus on vocabulary building, proper pronunciation, and common phrases and 

expressions for use in daily interactions.  Utilizing interactive exercises, proven learning techniques, and creative 

hands-on projects, your child will come home speaking Spanish from day one.  Sessions are designed to be fun, 

educational, and above all else, effective.  Enroll today!  ¡Gracias, amigos 

 

WORKSHOP FOR YOUNG ENGINEERS 
Instructor: Lance Akiyama 

 

Each day in this class offers an engineering project for girls and boys to explore. Key engineering principles and 

some guided practice are introduced at the beginning of class, but most of the time is spent designing, testing, 

and building. Craft wood, wheels, rubber bands, and propellers are some of the materials that students will use. 

Young engineers will also use small hot glue guns for many of the projects. Students who finish early will have 

time to customize and beautify their creations. Hands-on projects, boosting critical thinking skills, and having a 

blast is what this class is all about. Best of all, students get to take home everything they make! 

 

The Workshop for Young Engineers is an exciting new enrichment program with a focus on experiential learning 

and creating amazing engineering-related projects. The WYE was founded by Lance Akiyama in 2009, and 

now we're expanding our program to serve more students throughout the East Bay Area. "For videos, photos 

and more info, visit www.TheWYE.com." 

 

SHAKESPEARE FOR KIDS: Learning Literature Through Play  
Instructor: Mary Blyskal 

 

Shakespeare for Kids will depart this session to offer great Dance Stories from Around the World. The "Robe of 

Feathers" from Japan is a folktale told by Noh dancers, whose stylized movements are centuries old. Calypso 

dancers bending under the limbo stick tell the story of "Making the Stone Smoke," and in our third story, "The 

Shepherd's Flute," from Spain, classical Flamenco dancers tell the tale. Students in the class will perform each 

story through music, dance, and acting. 

  

Mary Blyskal is a former reporter and editor for The Associated Press in New York City and in San Francisco. She 

lives in El cerrito with her husband and 12-year-old son.     

 

BEGINNING PHOTOGRAPHY  
Instructor:  Geri Engberg 

 

In this class students will learn basic principles of photographic composition and how to incorporate them into 

their photography. They will also go over simple camera functions such as ISO settings, flash, and focus. This 

class will build on what was learned in the first three MASEP sessions but can also be taken by students who did 

not attend earlier sessions.  

Each student will need access to a digital camera. The camera can be a simple point-and-shoot, but it is best if 

it has a decent focusing mechanism. Students will also need a way to print photos, either on a home computer 

or at Walgreen’s/Target/ etc. Alternative arrangements can be made to email photos for printing. Contact the 

instructor at geri@geriengberg.com if you have any questions about cameras or printing. 

Students will be encouraged to bring their own work in to be reviewed by the class. Peer review helps students 

understand the impact that their images has on others - and it's fun! There will be time to shoot during each 

class and students will also be given weekly assignments so that they can practice shooting at home. All 

assignments are optional. The class will end with a final project to be determined by the class. In past sessions 

we have framed and shown the students’ work, published a magazine and made a website. 

file:///C:/Users/chj/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/Temporary%20Internet%20Files/Content.Outlook/2011-12/www.TheWYE.com


  

 
 

TUESDAY 
 

Improv Games 
Instructor: Geri Engberg 

 

 “With improv, it’s a combination of listening and not trying to be funny…”  Kristen Wiig 
 

In this class, students will be introduced to basic concepts of comedy improvisation such as “yes and” 

(enthusiastically accepting what is offered), “group mind” (listening and working as a team), and “space 

object work” (miming objects and scenes). Using warm-up exercises and improv “structures”, students will learn 

to trust their instincts and think on their feet.  No drama experience is necessary for this class and you don’t 

have to “be” funny. Just follow the guidelines and funny happens! That is the magic of improv. The only 

prerequisite for this class is an ability to follow directions and be part of a team. If you have any questions about 

this prerequisite, please feel free to call the instructor.  The class will end with a final show. 
 

Geri Engberg studied beginning through advanced improv at ImprovBoston in Cambridge, MA and also 

worked with East Bay Improv in Berkeley. 

 

ART EVERYWHERE: 
Instructor: Annie Goodsill 

 

Art Everywhere is a hands-on art and design class offered to stimulate your child's creative imagination and 

encourage them to become involved in the process of making art. We use high quality materials that 

will inspire your children and support good studio habits. Projects will vary from paper mache,  sculpture, 

sewing, collage, to drawing and painting which are always present in the curriculum. . We will emphasize the 

necessity and importance of art in our everyday lives in a fun and engaging environment, allowing students to 

learn about art and themselves.  
 

Annie is a credentialed art teacher and artist who is able to combine her passions into her career. She is a 

fourth grade assistant teacher at Prospect Sierra School in addition to teaching art at Madera, Harding, Studio 

One, and Emerson Elementary. She also helps teach at the El Cerrito Ballet Center. Annie attended Lewis and 

Clark College.  

 

WEDNESDAY  
KEYBOARD 

Instructor: Jan Jones 
 

Beginners and continuing keyboard students are welcome in this basic class.  Students will learn to read notes 

and play familiar songs.  Each student will get a short, individual lesson, while the other students work with 

music-related materials.  Students must provide their own electronic keyboard with the following capabilities: 

mid-size keys (full size okay, mini-size not), plays at least three notes at a time, battery operated.  A good 

keyboard is a Casio SA75.  Books, worksheets, music stands and art materials will be provided. 
 

Jan Jones is a professional musician, accomplished performer and skilled instructor.  She has taught music for 

more than 25 years.  She has taught vocal music at Madera since 1984. 

 

BEGINNING GUITAR 
Instructor: Hassen El-Tayyab 

 

Learn guitar in a fun and relaxed setting.  Students will quickly learn fundamentals such as chords, note names 

and tuning.  We will work on the correct way to hold the instrument as well as basic strumming patterns.  No 

previous musical experience necessary.  Students need their own guitar (electric or acoustic).  A small size 

classical guitar is recommended for kids in elementary school.  These are available at the Guitar Center 

(moved to Emeryville) or Music Works. 
 

Instructor Hassan El-Tayyab has taught private and group lessons for over 5 years to children of all ages.  He is 

currently a teacher for the non-profit folk organization Freight and Salvage.  He was employed for several 

years as the lead music instructor for the Brookline, MA based enrichment program.  



  

 
 

TENNIS 
Instructor:  Elan Crews 

 

This tennis class is geared towards beginning and intermediate tennis players.  The main focus will be on 

learning the fundamentals of tennis including forehand, backhand, volleys, and serves through drills and various 

games. As well as developing and encouraging love for the game of tennis. As the class progresses, elements 

of team play will be introduced. 
 

Elan Crews or “Coach Crews” has been teaching youth tennis in the bay area since 2004.  In Oakland, 

Berkeley, San Francisco and Lafayette.  She has taught for Aztec Tennis, Youth Tennis Advantage, Ace Face 

Tennis and Catholic Youth Organization. She has also done after school tennis programs for Bentley and 

Tehiyah Schools.   She is currently the Junior Development Coach for Advantage Point Tennis. 

 

HIP HOP DANCE 
Instructor: Danielle Egan 

 

In this course your child will discover the basics to hip hop and dance movement.  We will explore hip hop 

techniques while incorporating jazz influences. Your child will also learn a dance routine combining his/her own 

imagination and creativity, as well as, memorizing choreography.  All levels welcomed. Please wear athletic 

clothing that is easy to move in. 
 

Danielle began dancing at the age of 4 and studied for many years at Katie's Dance Studio in El Cerrito.  She 

also studied dance at El Cerrito High School and has her degree in Performing Arts with an emphasis in Dance 

from Saint Mary's College in Moraga.  She has performed, competed and worked all over California and 

Arizona, including Disneyland.   

  

THURSDAY   
CHESS 

Instructor: Steven Gaffagan 
 

Our class focuses on the elements of chess. We will study how the pieces move, history, strategy, tactics, and 

etiquette of the game. Students will learn to think like a chess player and enjoy sparring with their classmates. 

No previous chess experience required. 
 

Steven Gaffagan is a chess expert and an active player in United States Chess Federation since 1990. He 

currently competes at the Mechanics' Institute Chess Room in San Francisco, where he has won many prizes. 

He attends lectures and training sessions with the world's best chess trainers. 

 

CARPENTRY 
Instructor: Sandy Thacker 

 

Children will learn new skills, the safe use of a variety of tools, and some practical math.  Some examples of the 

projects are a cell phone, pinball machine, dollhouse, logging truck, treasure box, and xylophone.  There will 

always be new projects for returning students.  
 

Sandy Thacker has taught carpentry to kids for more than twenty years.  She has a Master’s Degree in 

Education from Stanford University, taught high school and middle school, and worked as a carpenter. 

 

KARATE 
Instructor: Leonard Baltz 

 

This class teaches a traditional form of Japanese Karate known as Wado – the way of Peace and Harmony.  

Students will learn basic techniques including guarding, punching, and kicking.  We combine many different 

exercises plus stretching and strengthening work to develop a sense of balance, focus, self-discipline and 

confidence.  We also teach increased awareness, respect for oneself and others, self-control, and personal 

responsibility. A karate uniform (know as a do-gi) is required and can be purchased for $18-$30 depending on 

size.  Until a uniform is obtained, sweatpants or long shorts are recommended.  Students should allow for 10min 

before the start of class to change clothes.  Students can take this class on Tuesdays at the same time as well 

for an additional price, however no transportation is available. 



  

 
 

KIKI’S CLAY CLASS 

Instructor: Kiki Rostad 
 

Assignments are environmentally based using spring as the theme. We will cover all aspects of spring and 

nature. We will make a clay miniature birdhouse, bird, bird feeder for seeds, glaze a clay pot, and create a 

driftwood-clay garden art mobile.  We will make a nature tile using leaves and a wind sock. We will paint with 

glaze and complete the ceramic process by firing all pieces in a kiln. All projects go home the last day of class, 

which is a finger food potluck celebration for the children so bring in a small snack or juice drink to share.  

Reminder:  No nuts, peanuts/peanut butter because of food allergies.  There is a $25  lab fee paid to instructor 

Kiki.   
 

Kiki is a Certified Art Therapist and Eco Artist who has been teaching children for over 30 years.  She has a BA in 

Art from SFSU and has an Early Childhood Education Certificate.  She is an instructor at the Richmond Art 

Center.   

 

WEST COUNTY LEGO® Robotics 
Instructor: Peter Margolis 

 

This workshop uses robot building and computer programming to teach science, technology, engineering, and 

math concepts within a recreational setting.  Through the use .of LEGO® Mindstorms NXT 2.1 kit, software, and 

laptop computer, the workshop experience is designed to be hands-on and project based.  All equipment and 

supplies are provided for use.  Although some participants may have had experience with general LEGO® kits, 

simple robot building and simple programming assume no prior experience.  After introductory training, 

students will be able to program autonomous robot tasks and games.  Peter Margolis is a California 

credentialed middle and high school teacher.  He holds three masters degrees in Recreation Administration, 

MBA, and Education.  He is on the board for the Richmond High School Engineering Academy. 

 

FRIDAY 
MAD SCIENCE 

Instructor: Mad Science Staff  
 

Light and Energy: Electrons, Photons, and Protons! Jump into this exciting electrical adventure and survive the 

circuit maze! Be amazed as we fish for feathers with electrons and conduct hair raising experiments with an 

electrostatic generator. Discover the light properties of colors, use a prism to separate the wavelengths of light, 

and mix things up with a Technicolor Blender. Watch an underwater volcano demonstrate the properties of 

heat and bounce with Boinks while connecting with kinetic energy. 

  

Mandarin 
Instructor: Shuhong He 

 

In this class, students will be taught Mandarin, including Hanyu Pinyin, using simplified Chinese characters and 

phrases.  Full immersion teaching methods will be used in class and will include reading and writing Chinese 

characters, singing, drawing and playing games.  This class will be geared towards children who have taken 

Mandarin in MASEP before and/or experience conversing in Mandarin.  Beginners should sign-up for 

Wednesday’s class. 

 

Instructor Shuhong He has a strong background combined with over fifteen years of work experience in 

teaching Chinese language in China. Currently, she is working at Haiao Chinese Academy in Oakland as a 

Chinese language instructor.  She is also a Madera parent.  She immigrated to the United States from China in 

2010 and speaks Mandarin, Cantonese, and Hakka (a regional dialect).  Shuhong believes in exposing children 

to other cultures and languages to enrich their lives. 

 



  

 
 

Madera After School Enrichment Class Registration Form 
 

Student’s Name _____________________________________  Date of Birth____________________ 

 

Address ______________________________________City __________________ Zip ___________ 

 

School _______________Grade _______  Teacher______________________Classroom # _________  

 

Home Phone__________________________  Email________________________________________ 

 

Parent/Guardian’s Name _________________________________ Work/Cell #___________________ 

 

Parent/Guardian’s Name _________________________________ Work/Cell #___________________ 

 

Please list two additional contacts other than Parent/Guardian: 

 

Name _____________________ Relationship ________________Work/Cell #___________________ 

 

Name _____________________ Relationship ________________Work/Cell #___________________ 

 

If a medical emergency occurs, 911 will be called.  List any medical information:  
 

__________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

__________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Please write one check for all classes, made payable to the City of El Cerrito.  Include a 25% non-

resident of El Cerrito fee if applicable.  Note material fees should be paid with a separate check 

made payable to the instructor.  The El Cerrito Community Center staff will contact you if your child 

does NOT get into a class due to under or over enrollment and a full refund will be given.  Classes will 

be cancelled if minimum enrollment is not met. 

   Class Title /Number           Time              In Childcare?        Transportation  

 

MON ____________#1228____ Time:_____________  Y / N                          Y/ N                 

 

TUES   ____________#1228____ Time:_____________  Y / N                          Y/ N 

 

WED   ____________#1228 ____  Time:_____________  Y / N                          Y/ N                    

 

THUR ____________#1228 ____  Time:_____________ Y / N                          Y/ N        

 

FRI      ____________#1228 ____  Time:_____________  Y / N            Y/ N 

 

Reminder: Transportation to select off-site classes available to all students (non-childcare 

included).  There will be a $8 transportation for all non-childcare students for each class they 

will need transportation to. Return transportation will be provided only for childcare students 

enrolled in childcare on the same day as a MASEP class. No returning transportation for 

childcare and non childcare children for classes ending 5:15 pm or later; parents are 

responsible for picking up their child at the off-site class location.   
 

Please initial each item below to indicate that you have read and understand the statements: 
 



  

 
 

______Behavior Policy:  I understand that my child is expected to follow all rules established by his or 

her instructor, and any failure to comply will result in dismissal from the program.  I also understand 

that no refunds will be given.   

_____ Materials Fee:  I understand that I am responsible for paying any materials fee directly to the 

instructor and that failure to do so will result in dismissal from the MASEP class with no refund. 

______Late Pick up Fee: I understand that unless my child is in After School Childcare, I am responsible 

for picking up my child at class dismissal and there is a $15 fee for every 15 min. I am late. Anytime 

there is a delay to pick up a child, after their regularly scheduled ending time he or she will be taken 

to the City of El Cerrito’s Childcare program located at the school sites. Parents or person picking up 

child will be asked to pay the late pick-up fee when the child is picked up and sign the late pick-up 

slip. 

 ____ Refunds: I understand there are no refunds for activities sponsored by the City of El Cerrito unless 

a medical emergency occurs (Doctor’s note needed) or the activity is canceled due to lack of 

enrollment.   

_____ Transfers: I understand transfers from one session to another must be made at the El Cerrito 

Community Center 5 working days before the session begins. A $15 service fee is required. 

_____ Returned Checks: I understand there is a $25 fee will be charged for returned checks. 

_____ Photos: I also understand that the City of El Cerrito Recreation Department occasionally takes 

photos of department program and that the photos may include my child or me.  I hereby authorize 

use of these photos for promotional or marketing purposes at the discretion of the City of El Cerrito. 

____Transportation (only for offsite MASEP classes which meet the conditions on the first page): 

I hereby give permission for my child, _________________________________, to be transported by the 

City of El Cerrito transportation service and, to the extent permitted by law, I waive, release, and 

discharge any and all claims for personal injury, death, or property damage that is a direct result of or 

is in any way connected or associated with my child’s being transported by the Recreation 

Department, except those due to gross negligence and/or willful disregard. I understand that such 

transportation may take place in a City vehicle or rented vehicle. This agreement is intended to 

discharge the City of El Cerrito, including but not limited to its Recreation Department, and all of El 

Cerrito’s officers, employees, agents or representatives from any and all liability arising out of or in any 

way connected with the transportation of my child by the Recreation Department including such 

liability which may arise out of the negligence or carelessness on the part or persons on entities 

mentioned above, except as provided herein. It is understood that the transporting of people in 

vehicles on streets and roadways clearly involves risk and the danger of accidents, and knowing 

those risks and dangers, I hereby fully assume such risks for my child.  

I give permission for my child, __________________________ to participate in the above listed Madera 

After School Enrichment Program(s) through the City of El Cerrito.  In doing so, to the extent permitted 

by law, I hereby absolve the City of El Cerrito, its officers, instructors from all liability that may arise as 

the result from above named child’s participation in the activities listed above.  I recognize and 

acknowledge that there are certain risks inherent in my child’s participation in said program and I 

agree to assume the risk of accident or injury sustained in connection with the program.  I further 

release the City of El Cerrito, its officers, employees, agents and volunteers from all liability that may 

arise as the result from above named child’s participation in the listed activities.  I realize that the City 

of El Cerrito is not responsible for lost or stolen articles.  I have read and fully understand the terms of 

this Waiver, Release and Indemnify. 
 

 

________________________________    _________________________________ 

Parent/Guardian Signature     Date      


