
 

Principal’s Message 

Dear Madera Families,  

Our last day of school before the break was a day of contrasts. On that day we 

celebrated the coming holidays with joy and excitement, with classrooms full of 

families, food, and projects.  At the same time, in Connecticut, a school commu-

nity suffered unimaginable grief at the tragic loss of children and teachers.  As the 

news spread among the adults, we couldn’t help but be heartbroken by this 

senseless act. As I walked our school that day, I was both filled with gratitude for 
all that we have and experience, for the relationships and care that permeates 

our school, for the smiling faces of our children and, at the same time, profoundly 

saddened by the tragedy unfolding across the country.   

Please know that we do have emergency plans in place, for a variety of situations. 

Nevertheless, the staff and I have been in conversation about ways to even better 

secure our school and will be implementing measures that we think will help. We 

aim to be well prepared, in ways that may not be noticeable to the children or 

cause them any stress. For example, we’ll practice a lock-down this month as a 

staff but not with the children. It’s important that we focus on security and also 

maintain the kind of open, welcoming school environment, in which children feel 

safe and secure, that we want for our children.  

A big question we’ve been mulling over is about community and the social/

emotional wellbeing of our school family. Does everyone feel they fit at Madera? 

Who doesn’t? Why? What can we do to support those students? What is needed 

and how can the community at large address those needs?  

The title of our newsletter is Madera Matters, a title that means not only the 

“goings on” but also that our school matters. Since it is the people that make the 

school, I wonder if every child, every parent, every teacher, every staff member 

feels respected and that they matter to our community. Perhaps that is one of 

the lessons we can take from this tragic event and make our challenge for the 

coming year; may we resolve to find ways to ensure that everyone in our com-

munity knows how very much they’re valued and finds their place in our commu-

nity.  

Wishing you all the best this new year, 

Alison Makela, Principal  

Madera Matters 
The  monthly newsletter of Madera Elementary School 

Madera Matters,  

January 2013 

2012-2013 Madera PTA 

Executive Board: 

President 

Steven Gaffagan 

Executive VP  

Patricia Osorio-O’Dea 

1st VP - Programs  

Anne-Marie Soltero 

2nd VP - Membership  

Negar Souza 

3rd VP- Fundraising  

Matt Reed 

Treasurer 

Carolee Purcell 

Recording Secretary  

Clare Sheridan 

Financial Secretary  

Cassidy Ellis 

Auditor 

Aaron Lewis 

Historian  

Michael Balmaceda 

Principal  

Alison Makela 

School Secretary  

Ruby Estebez 



Come join other Madera families on Wednesday, January 23, at 6 PM in the Multipurpose Room for the an-

nual International Night and Art Fair. This year, the events will be combined into a single cultural arts exhibi-

tion. 

  

The fair showcases Madera’s rich cultural diversity through music, food and displays from different parts of 

the world. The theme this year is It’s a Small World—the children have been practicing singing this song. 

There will also be a cultural costume show. Art projects by Madera children based on themes from various 

cultures will be on display. There will be Ambassadors from the different countries in traditional attire to  

explain their traditions. Appetizers, finger foods and desserts from around the world also will be served. 

  

Volunteers are needed—there are many ways to contribute! Would you consider being an ambassador, to 

help set up or clean up? Help decorate the MPR after school? Assist the performers backstage? Can you lend 

a flag, music or other interesting articles from your native country? Could you bring a traditional food to 

share? Would your child like to perform a cultural dance individually or as part of a group? Please contact 

Lan Zhou at sobhilan@aol.com(415.987.0997) or Sachi Rastogi at srusty2006@gmail.com (415.867.8646) to 

volunteer. Volunteer sign-up sheets are also posted outside the office at school. 

Finally, you can attend and celebrate Madera’s amazing diversity! See you on the 23rd! 

 

Kindergarten Registration—January 7! 

Do you have an incoming Kindergartener? Or know one in your neighborhood? Please help to spread the 

word about Madera’s Kindergarten registration for the 2013-14 school year. Registration begins at 8 am on 

Monday, January 7th. Residents are advised to submit their registration forms early, but registrations will con-

tinue to be accepted from 9 am to 12 pm and 1 pm to 3 pm, Monday through Friday. 

 

Please bring three original pieces of documentation verifying your address (such as telephone or utility bills 

dated within the past 45 days) and a valid photo identification of the parent or guardian. Children must by five 

years old by October 1, 2012 to enter kindergarten. Parents can indicate a preference for the morning or af-

ternoon sessions at the time of registration. Detailed information about registration requirements and docu-

mentation can be found here: http://www.wccusd.net/cms/lib03/CA01001466/Centricity/Domain/80/

Verification_requirements_for_enrollment12-13.pdf.  
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