
 

Principal’s Message 

Madera Families, 

Welcome to the new monthly issue of Madera Matters, the collective work of the 

school and PTA! We hope it will serve as a good source of information for all things 

Madera. Watch for future issues on the first Friday of each month. 

It’s hard to believe that it’s already December; the year’s flying by so quickly! There are 
many, many great things happening at school, and kids are happily making steady pro-

gress toward their grade level goals. We enjoyed meeting with you for parent/teacher 

conferences and appreciate all that you do to make this school what it is. 

We have been looking at our programs and the way we do our work, wanting to be 

more and more intentional about how and what we do. To guide this work, and in an 
effort to foster thoughtful interactions and high level thinking, our staff is using the 

“Habits of Mind” originally composed by educator Deborah Meier and the staff at her 

former schools in New York and Boston. These are the intellectual habits scholars use, 
but are equally helpful when working through a playground problem or making deci-

sions about the direction we should go as a school. The five habits are as follows: 

1. Evidence: How do we know what we know? What’s the evidence? How do we 

know that the evidence is good? 

2. Viewpoint: What might this look like if we stepped into other shoes? If we were 
looking at it from a different direction? If we had a different history or expecta-

tion? This requires the exercise of informed “empathy” and imagination. It re-
quires flexibility of mind. 

3. Connections/Cause and Effect: Is there a pattern? Have we seen something 

like this before? What are the possible consequences? 
4. Conjecture: Could it have been otherwise? Supposing that? What if…? This 

habit requires use of the imagination as well as knowledge of alternative possi-

bilities. It includes the habits described above. 

5. Relevance: Does it matter? Who cares? To whom?  

 
This is precisely the kind of thinking that we hope to instill in our students. It is also, by 

the way, one of the hallmarks of the forthcoming Common Core State Standards. As 

with so many things, we, the adults, set the example. The children are always watching. 
They watch how we interact with each other and with them, and how we solve prob-

lems. Let us model for our children thoughtful inquiry, understanding, and the joy of 
learning. 

 

Have a happy holiday! 
Alison Makela, Principal 
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Please join the Madera community at the Winter Sing-Along, an annual tradition of holiday caroling on Thurs-

day, December 13! The festivities begin at 6:30pm with the 6th grade bazaar, a fundraiser for the 6th grade 

science camp. Singing begins at 7:00pm, sharp, followed by cookies, finger food and beverages. The Madera 
garden also will be “dressed up” for the occasion with sparkling holiday lights.  

 

Remember to bring a seating pad or pillow, treats to share, and your song list. (It is posted on the website—

please print it in advance). Many thanks to our song leader Ms. Jones, committee chairs Georgina Edwards 

and Anne-Marie Soltero, the event “elves” who volunteered to help decorate, set up and clean up, the Dad’s 

Club, and all those who are donating goodies for making this beloved tradition happen!  

 

Questions? Suggestions? Contact co-chairs at georginaedw@yahoo.com or amsoltero@att.net.   
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Calling all tax professionals!  

The Madera PTA needs help to prepare and file our taxes. Our previous dedicated volunteer has moved on, and we 

need someone new ASAP! Not a tax professional but know one? Please refer them to the PTA Treasurer, Carolee 

Purcell, or ariaspurcell@comcast.net.  

Desperately Seeking Art Fair/International Night Chair  

Two of Madera’s most enjoyable and best attended cultural events—the Art Fair and International Nights— 

will be combined this year...but ONLY if we find a chair or chairs to coordinate this fabulous event! The kids 

get to show off their talents and the adults enjoy an evening of entertainment. The Art Fair/International 

Night is scheduled for January 23, and it won’t happen if we don’t find a chair! So please consider step-

ping up to the plate or recruit a few friends and volunteer! We have revamped the structure so that it will be 

easier to coordinate.  

Please Check the Lost and Found! 

Our lost and found is overflowing! When you drop off or pick up your children, please look through the piles 

and take whatever belongs to you. Thanks! 

Calendar Reminders:  PTA Dinner Meeting, Monday, December 10, 6:30 pm 

Winter Recess/School Closed: December 17 through January 1. Classes begin on January 2 
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