
 

President’s Message 
New leaves are budding on the trees outside, which is nature's way of reminding us that 

Spring has sprung! But we don't need to look out the window to see the signs of Spring, 

we can tell just by how squirrelly our kids are getting. And it's not just the kids - so are 

the adults! We start to think about family vacations, summer camps, and all the fun the 

summer holds.  

 

Although we would like to be soaking up the summer sun, we still have lots of work to 

finish this year. Now is when we take the time to reflect on the programs that have 

passed, and also look at how we can improve next year. As we plan ahead, we'll be ask-

ing for your input. We'll be sending out a survey in the next few weeks because we want 

to know what programs are most important to you. We'll also be asking for feedback 

about our PTA budget. If you have a budget proposal, please send it to us by mid-May so 

we can take all viewpoints into consideration. If Madera is a tree that continues to grow, 

what are the roots that you think we should strengthen? 

 

In the spring, we elect a new board of PTA officers to serve for next year with new ideas 

and new voices. Although I'm sad to be stepping down as PTA President,  I look forward 

to seeing Madera continue to grow with new leadership. The past four years I have 

served on the board (two as Treasurer, and two as President) have been rewarding and 

worthwhile. I want to thank you for making me feel like a valuable branch of the Madera 

tree.  

 

In May we will have our "Volunteer of the Year" celebration. The good news is that 

every volunteer is eligible! No need to nominate who you think has been an outstanding 

volunteer. I know your time is important, and I think you are all outstanding for giving 

what time you do have! If you have volunteered three hours for any event, simply fill out 

an entry form to throw your name into the contest. Entry forms are located on the bul-

letin board across from the office. The winner of our grand prize (2 tickets to Great 

America!) will be announced at the last PTA meeting of the year in May. There are still 

lots of volunteer opportunities available! Numerous end of the year activities could use 

extra pairs of hands to help. How about pulling some weeds in the garden? Or cleaning 

up after the carnival? All jobs are worthwhile and appreciated.  

 

Once again, I thank you for all you give to Madera. And every little leaf on our Madera 

tree thanks you.  

 

With deep gratitude, 

 

Linda Geiser, PTA President 
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Have you ever wondered just what the School Site Council is? The word “site” gives the impression that it deals with 

Madera’s building and grounds. “Council” makes you think of the student council. But “school”… that’s the word to 

focus on, because the school’s academic mission is at the heart of what the School Site Council does. Most of us have a 

pretty good idea of what the PTA does; its work involves almost every aspect of life at Madera. The SSC isn’t nearly as 

visible, but its work is no less important. Its primary goal is helping all Madera students do their best academically.  

The council is made up of three classroom teachers, one other school staff member, the school principal, and five par-

ents or community members. Once a month, we meet to come up with strategies for supporting academic achieve-

ment at Madera – and then work to transform those plans into reality. It’s a truly collaborative effort among parents, 

staff, and faculty.   

The SSC does much of its work through the Single Plan for Student Achievement, which is a plan every school in the 

district has in place to ensure its students can meet and even exceed academic standards. The SSC helps develop the 

plan, and then implements it and reviews it throughout the year, making adjustments as necessary. Although this 

sounds rather technical, the plan is actually just one of the tools we use toward our goal of helping Madera students 

excel. The work we do includes a lot of creative brainstorming about how best to help all our students meet their aca-

demic potential. 

Over the last few years, the SSC has put in place tutoring and academic support for students who need it. We’ve 

strategized about ways to make parents more familiar with Everyday Math, the math curriculum used at Madera. We’ve 

been working on how we can best help economically disadvantaged students meet their academic potential. The SSC 

also addresses the needs of students who are English language learners, GATE students, and – well, all Madera stu-

dents.  

Current SSC members, in addition to Principal Cheryl Cotton, include parents Yolanda Alindor, Kathie Gimla Carra-

her, Beckie Denio, Edith Haritatos-Gowan, Hasse Leonard-Pagel, and Lan Zhou; teachers Kelly Cary, Hillary Miller, and 

Betsy Bashor; and Madera staff member Ruby Estebez.  

SSC members serve two-year terms, and we’ll need some new members to take the places of those whose terms will 

expire at the end of this school year. If you would like to be more involved in Madera’s academic environment, the 

School Site Council is the perfect place for you. It’s a great opportunity to work closely with the principal and faculty, 

and to have an impact on helping Madera maintain its focus on academic achievement among all its students.  

SSC meetings are open to everyone, and we’d love to see you at our next one! It’s scheduled for 3:15 p.m. on April 16 

in the school library.     

-- Kathie Gimla Carraher, SSC Member 

and obstacle course, and get your 

face painted! For each game you play 

you'll receive one or more punches in 

your Carnival Card. Redeem your 

card for excellent science-oriented 

prizes. Yummy snacks will be avail-

Join us between 11 am to 4 pm on 

Saturday, May 19, for fun games, 

yummy food, and awesome prizes! 

Buy tickets when you arrive to try 

your luck at games like a cake walk, 

race your friends on a Velcro wall 

able for purchase. The Carnival will 

take place on the Lower Yard at 

Madera Elementary. This is the last 

Madera community event of the 

school year, so we hope to see you 

there!  
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Come One, Come All to the Madera Carnival! 

Madera Matters 

   Just What Is the School Site Council? 



Roaring ‘20s at the 20th Annual Spring Auction! 

Don't miss Madera's annual gala event and biggest fundraiser of the year, the Spring Auction! Travel back to the Roar-

ing '20s and dance the night away at the Mira Vista Country Club and Speakeasy on Saturday, April 28th from 5 to 10 

pm. Flappers, gangsters and Jazz Age personas are welcome, as are those dressed in 2012 costume. There will be food, 

drink, dancing, and live and silent auctions. Madera parent and executive chef Victor Nava masterminded the 

menu. Get your tickets now! 

Already booked on the 28th? This year, you and your friends and relatives can support Madera by participating in an 

online auction from Wednesday, April 18th to Wednesday, April 25th. Instructions on how to bid are coming soon. 

Bidding on favorites like the Kindergarten class plates and Dinner-Around-the-World will be possible only at the live 

auction. Other exciting donations include class baskets, the third grade quilt, and a Pixar tour!  

Have a skill, service or item you would like to donate? It’s not too late! Contact Jen Toledo at jentoledo@gmail.com 

and fill in the form found here: http://maderapta.com/spring-auction-2/. To volunteer, see: http://www.jooners.com/

guest?t=help&p=none&l=f800b8b:12e28cb33b6:-679b. Questions? Please c ontact Auction Chair Steven Gaffagan at 

sgaffagan@yahoo.com.  

Direct Appeal—Donate Today! 

What is Direct Appeal? Direct Appeal is one of the PTA's main sources that Madera Elementary School relies on to 

fund our PTA programs and support our school. Currently, only 26% of Madera families give to Direct Appeal, enabling 

the PTA to grant $25,000 to the school for investment in technology, music, art, garden, and educational development.    

How does Direct Appeal work? It's very simple: Write a check payable to Madera PTA and send it to the school. 

Write “Direct Appeal” in the memo field of your check. Donations are also accepted online at http://maderapta.com/

ways-you-can-help/. All donations are tax deductible. Also, please inquire if your company matches charitable dona-

tions. There isn't an easier way to support Madera!  

How much should I donate? Direct Appeal is grateful for any donation amount. There are no minimums or maxi-

mums. However, here are some factors to consider: 

The entire PTA budget is $204,000 and there are 540 students at Madera. In a perfect world, the Direct Ap-

peal contribution would be $378 per student. Translation: $37 per month. 

Private schools in the bay area range from $5,600 to $23,000. Translation: $466 to $2300 per month. 

Without Direct Appeal, the PTA would be asking you to participate in traditional fundraising methods (bake 

sales, candy sales, etc.), with an average of only 30-50% going back to the PTA. 

 If you do not donate, we may lose PTA-funded programs such as the garden, computer lab, music, field trips, 

and school supplies. 

Why should I support Direct Appeal? 

What better place is there to invest your tax-deductible, charitable dollars than where your child can benefit directly 

from your generosity? Every gift, regardless of size, enables the Madera PTA to ensure students and staff have access to 

state of the art educational resources. 

To make our Direct Appeal successful, we hope everyone participates in a way that is meaningful to them. No gift is 

too small. Participation is the cornerstone of our success. Please help us move toward 100% participation in our cam-

paign. 

Will you donate today? 
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absence and in case they have to take 

shelter at the school after a major 

disaster. A BIG THANK YOU to all 

the families who have turned them in!  

 

Madera will also be having an earth-

quake drill on Thursday, April 19.  

Use this as an opportunity to make 

sure you and your child are prepared 

by providing them with an emergency 

kit. All kits will be returned through 

the classroom teachers at the end of 

the year.  

 

Questions or comments? Email  

helencr4wc@yahoo.com, or drop a 

note in the Dropbox mentioned 

above.    

 

~The Madera PTA Disaster Prepar-

edness Committee 

Are You Prepared?  
 

If your child is one of the over 100 

kids at Madera who still has not 

turned in a disaster preparedness kit, 

take those latest earthquake tremors 

seriously, and send theirs in! You 

never know when...so the excuse that 

we're near the end of the year doe 

not count. You can find the forms 

and ziploc bags in the Front Office on 

the lower receiving counter, and you 

may turn them in either to your 

teacher or directly to the Disaster 

Preparedness Dropbox (bright blue) 

located in the hallway in front of the 

Madera Office. The forms will explain 

what should go in your child's kit, but 

you are at the liberty to add more - 

games, cards, non-perishable snacks. 

This kit is for their comfort in your 

 Scientists at Madera 
Congratulations to all the budding 

scientists at Madera! The MPR 

was chock full of 225 creative pro-

jects and careful measurements 

and observations that convinced 

at least one young attendee never 

to eat yogurt again! Kids from K 

to 6 asked questions and discov-

ered answers.  

 
Many, many thanks to the hard-

working teachers, volunteers, and 30 

scientific judges who spent so many 

hours organizing this event, and par-

ticularly Science Committee mem-

bers Laura Schooley, Jeff Walker, 

Crystal Nie, Carl Blake, Ken Brewer, 

Laurel Miller, Marlyce Bjeldenes, Pam 

Davalos and Jack Kirsch.  

   News Briefs from Around the School 

Upcoming Events (at Madera unless specified) 
School Site Council,  Monday, April 16, 3:15 pm, School Library 

Madera Restaurant Night, Thursday, April 19, Location TBD  

Earth Day Madera Clean-up, Saturday, April 21, 9 am –12 pm  

Madera Auction, Sat., April 28, 5 pm, Mira Vista Country Club  

Madera Market, Friday, May 4, 2:40 pm 

Dinner and a Movie! Puss in Boots, Friday, May 11, 6 pm, MPR 

School Site Council,  Monday, May 14, 3:15 pm 

PTA Installation/ Volunteer Celebration, Mon., May 14, 6:30 pm 

Band Concert, Wednesday, May 16, 7 pm, MPR 

Madera Restaurant Night, Thurs., May 17, Location TBD  

Madera Carnival, Saturday, May 19, 11 am — 2 pm 

Madera Open House, Thursday, May 24, 7—8 pm, all classrooms 

PTA-sponsored Assembly, Music of Peru, Friday, May 25 

New PTA Board Elected 

Congratulations and Thank You to 

the 2012-13 PTA Officers: 

President: Steven Gaffagan 

Executive Vice President:  

Patricia Osorio-O’Dea 

1st VP (Programs): Anne-Marie Soltero 

2nd VP (Membership): Negar Souza 

3rd VP (Fundraising): Matt Reed 

Treasurer: Carolee Purcell 

Secretary: Clare Sheridan 

Financial Secretary: Cassidy Ellis 

Auditor: Aaron Lewis 

Historian: Michael Balmaceda 
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