
 

President’s Message 
Thank you for giving so much - Can you give just a little more?  

It seems like just yesterday we were waving our good-byes on the first day of school. 

And then zoom, there goes Fall! Now here we are already midway through the year, 

looking forward to what's to come.  

We've had a very active first half of the year, and thanks to you it's been a great success! 

Looking back: Pizza in the Park was a great time, as usual. And the Olympics were 

pulled off without a hitch, even though we had less yard space (yay for 6th grade!). We 

have already seen the rewards of the newly formed Dad's Club. And we've attended the 

first round of Family Enrichment Nights with an evening from Junior Center for the 

Arts. We've dined at Pasta Pomodoro and Chuck E. Cheese for a good cause. And we all 

sang merrily at the Winter Sing Along. The kids enjoyed fresh popcorn or shopping at 

the Madera Market, in addition to shopping at Barnes and Noble at the annual Book 

Fair. All of these wonderful events couldn't have happened without the hard work of our 

parent volunteers! Thank you! 

There is also the behind the scenes work of the unsung heroes of Madera that don't get 

the prestige and recognition of running one of our annual events--like the editor of this 

very newsletter and the school roster. Or the parents I like to call the "green team," 

who post and manage fliers on a weekly basis to the new online blue folder. And of 

course there are the many classroom volunteers who the teachers have come to rely on 

for so many helpful tasks. We also can't forget the PTA board members who spend many 

hours ensuring that the PTA runs smoothly. I wish I could thank every person who has 

made a difference this year, but the list would go on and on!  

And that's only the first half of the year! We have a long way to go, and we still need 

your help! Lots of events are coming up this spring: International Night, the Auction, Sci-

ence Fair and the Carnival, just to name a few. Not only do we need your volunteer ser-

vices, we also need you to dig deeper into your wallets and donate to the PTA. The 

"cushion" that the PTA has built up over time is getting really thin. The PTA fortunately 

has been able to pick up the slack from lack of funding from the district. And programs 

that were once not an issue, like Band, the PTA now finances regularly. However, some 

of the ongoing programs that you have grown to love, like Family Enrichment Nights, 

could be at risk for getting cut next year unless we increase donations. Even our beloved 

School Garden could be at risk. I know you have already given a lot to the PTA, but if 

you can afford to give just a little more, the students of Madera will be the ones that 

benefit. 

With deep gratitude, 

Linda Geiser, PTA President 
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Ever wish you could go back to school? Well now you can! PTA Take Your Family to School Week is celebrated each 

February to pay tribute to the PTA’s legacy of building family-school partnerships. Take Your Family to School Week 

will be held from February 13-17, 2012 with the aim of expanding and enhancing family engagement in schools 

across the country. Madera will be celebrating with a fun-filled week of activities: 

 

Monday, February 13th:  Are You Smarter Than a Madera 5th Grader? Assembly - Parents vs. Kids 

Test your smarts against the 5th graders — if you dare! 

Tuesday, February 14th:  Valentine’s Day Class Parties - Check with your child's teacher for times.  

Wednesday, February 15th:  Family Science Night  

Lawrence Hall of Science presents “Ocean Creatures Features.”  

Thursday, February 16th:  Restaurant Night at Barney’s Gourmet Hamburgers  

Too busy with PTA activities to cook? Dine at Barney's on Solano to benefit Madera PTA! 

Friday, February 17th:  Eat Lunch at Madera. 

Nostalgic for your favorite period of the school day? Eat lunch with your child and then join them on the playground 

for recess fun! 

Madera students speak 20 differ-

ent languages at home—from 

Farsi to Mien! 

Parents can contribute by helping 

their kids cook and bring finger 

food, appetizers, desserts or bev-

erages from around the world to 
share. Parent volunteers are also 

needed to help during the event, 

as well as with set-up and clean-

up. Please contact International 

Night chair Carolina Mejorada at 

cmomnilife@yahoo.com or 

734.6767 to volunteer. 

If you can’t participate in any of 

these ways, please be sure to 

come, learn about your commu-

nity and celebrate the remarkable 

diversity of our school! 

What do bellydancing, Irish ballads 

and Justin Bieber’s “Baby” have in 

common? You may see a perform-

ance of any of them at Madera’s 

International Night! Last year, stu-

dents entertained the school with 

everything from piano concertos 
to martial arts displays. Students 

will begin rehearsing for Interna-

tional Night performances, which 

will be held on Thursday, March 

22 from 6-8 pm. 

Students and parents are also in-

vited to create displays for booths 

on the culture and cuisine of the 

country or continent of their fam-

ily origins. Stop by to learn more 

than Carmen Sandiego about the 

many countries represented at 

Madera! Did you know that 

Page 2 

 International Night—Madera’s Got Talent! 
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   Take Your Family to School Week 
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      Portola Information Panel 

Are you considering sending your 

child to Portola after Madera? 

Come to a panel at Madera on 

February 13 from 6 to 7 pm to 

hear former Madera students dis-

cuss their experience at Portola, 

along with Portola Principal Mat-

thew Burnham. This is a great op-

portunity to get information about 

what’s happening at Portola now, 

and get answers about the aca-

demics, extracurricular activities 

and what life at Portola is like 

from the students’ perspective. 

Then stay for the PTA meeting! 

For more information, check out 

the parent-run website http://

goportola.org/.  

 Family Science Night 

Join us for the Ocean Creature Fea-
tures Festival, a PTA-sponsored 

Family Enrichment Night on Feb. 

15th from 6-8 pm (6:00-6:50 for stu-
dents with last names A to M and 

7:00-7:50 for N to Z). 

The Ocean Creature Features Festi-

val was developed at the Lawrence 

Hall of Science at UC Berkeley to 
help students get excited about sci-

ence and learn about marine life in 
all its varied and wondrous forms. 

This program will introduce students 

to adaptations found in ocean ani-
mals through hands-on, scientific 

investigation in a highly engaging fes-

tival atmosphere. 

 

Enter the Madera Science Fair! 
 

Can I make something explode? 

Will we ever live on the moon? 

The Madera Science Fair is an op-

portunity to say “yes” to these 

questions! We encourage stu-

dents to enter their own hands-on 

experiments to the Science Fair. 

Students will receive a ribbon and 

a certificate of participation. See 

the PTA website for instructions 

and entry forms. Displays are due 

on Tuesday, March 27 at drop-off 

and the Fair will be held on Tues-

day, April 3 from 6-8 pm. Exam-

ples of past projects are outside 

the MPR and mentors are avail-

able to help. Don’t miss out! 

   News Briefs from Around the School 

Upcoming Events 
WCCUSD Budget Meeting, Tues., Feb. 7, 6:30 pm, Harding  

School Site Council,  Monday, February 13, 3:15 pm 

Portola Student Panel, Monday, February 13, 6-7 pm  

PTA Meeting, Monday, February 13, 7:15 pm 

Family Science Night by LHS, February 15, 6 –8 pm 

Madera Restaurant Night at Barney’s, Feb. 16 

School Site Council,  Monday, March 12, 3:15 pm 

Disability Awareness parent info meeting, Mon., March 12, 6-7 pm 

PTA Meeting, Monday, March 12, 7:15 pm 

Madera Restaurant Night, Thurs., March 15, Location TBD  

International Night, Thursday, March 22, 6-8 pm 

Got News? 

The deadline for the next issue 
of the Madera PTA Newsletter 

is March 16.  

Please submit items for events 
that will occur in April or May 

to Clare Sheridan at 

claresher@yahoo.com.  

Please include your phone num-

ber in case of questions.  

And remember to check the 

Madera PTA website every Fri-
day for the virtual blue folder 

and for updates and postings 

that can’t wait a week! See  

http://maderapta.com/.  
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