
SCIENCE FAIR 2012 
Grades K-3 

Project due date: Tuesday, March 27, 8:15 am 
Parent Night: Tuesday, April 3, 6:00–8:00 pm 

 
Why do a science fair project? 
Hands-on science explorations are important experiences for young children.  A science fair 
project allows students to share their discoveries with others.  At Madera, we encourage all 
students to participate in the fair. 
 
What kind of project can I do? 
Grades K-3 may enter a collection (rocks, feathers, magnets, etc.), science explanation display 
(written or pictorial display of how something works), scientific observation display (written or 
pictorial display of moon phases, wind speed and direction for a month), a science model (how 
the earth creates a shadow on the moon using Styrofoam balls and a flashlight,.), or a problem-
solving project or an experiment.  K-3 students choosing to do an experiment should refer to 
the 4th-6th grade instructions and the Science Fair Project Worksheet (available at 
www.maderapta.com or as a hard copy in the school office).  Individual, small group (2-4), or  
whole class projects may be entered.  A student may enter more than one project.    
 
Where can I get ideas for projects? 
Books, the Internet, magazines, science museums, and videos are good resources.  Remember 
that there are many different areas of science such as:   

• Physical: gravity, magnetism, electricity, motion, color and light, chemistry 
• Earth:  temperature, weather, energy, pollution, soil 
• Biological:  plants, food, humans, and animal behavior.  

Your project can easily come from your own toys, kitchen or backyard!   
  
Who can help? 
Families can assist students by offering guidance, helping gather materials, providing 
supervision, and proofreading the final draft.  Students can also seek advice from their 
classroom teachers. Mentors are available to assist families through this process.   Just leave a 
note in the Science Fair Box in the School Office.  
 
How are projects judged? 
Judges will review all projects, but will not assign place ribbons for grades K-3.   Students will 
receive a “Young Scientist” ribbon and a certificate of participation.  
 
 
 
 

 

http://www.maderapta.com/


Directions for collections, displays, and models: 
 

 Student’s name, grade, room number and teacher’s name 
must be written on the BACK of the display.  See Science 
Fair Entry Form. 
 

 Nothing on the front may identify the student, including 
photos.  

 
 The project should include as many of the following as possible (this will depend upon the 

student’s ability and type of project):  
 Title 
 Background information and purpose 
 Project description (what, where, how the collection was gathered, description 

of parts of a model) 
 Knowledge and presentation shows effort and understanding on the student’s 

part. 
 Description of what the student learned.   

Consideration will be given to neatness, legibility, correct grammar and spelling, general 
attractiveness, level of difficulty and effort. 

 Science projects are typically mounted on a display board made of heavy cardboard or tag 
board.  They must be freestanding and must not exceed the following dimensions: 36 
inches high, 48 inches wide, and 15 inches deep (standard size display board).  
Display boards are available at most office supply stores.  Models and displays can be placed 
in front of the board.  Collections should be contained so that they can be easily moved.    
Projects mounted on a poster board must come with a display stand. 

 Props are discouraged, and should be replaced by photographs when possible. 

 Dangerous chemicals, open flames and explosives may not be exhibited.  All projects must 
be durable and safe.  Moveable parts must be firmly attached. 

 The main work on the project must clearly be understood and done by the student.  A 
student should be able to share their understanding of the project in their own words. 

 Permission to use live animals (including humans) in a project must be obtained from your 
child’s teacher or the Science Fair Committee. Project idea must be presented to obtain 
permission. 

 If your K-3 student would like to enter an experiment, please follow the guidelines as 
outlined in the 4th – 6th grade science fair packet.  The packet is available in the school office 
or at www.maderapta.com.  

http://www.maderapta.com/

