
 
Madera Garden Summary 2011-2012 

 
Mission Statement: 
The Madera Garden is a place that will allow the community to reconnect hearts and minds to the 
rhythms of nature. 
 
Looking Back… 
 
How did the garden grow in terms of community impact last year? 

 15 different classes (k-3) engaged in relevant standards-based learning in the garden once a 
week for an entire semester. 

 60 students a week (3-5) visited the garden during lunch time. 
 9 garden work days have been held. 
 About 30 adults from our community attended green classes during EARTH WEEK. 
 Over 50 people attended our garden open house on April 15th. 
 We have a garden specific website that is updated monthly. 
 We provided raw materials for Pizza in the Park and the auction. 
 We had unprecedented support for our summer adopt-a-garden project- so many families 

wanted to take part that we had to create alternate slots. 
 

How did the garden grow in terms of PTA supported projects last year? 
 We landscaped the front park strip and changed it from a weed-filled lot to an inviting native 

habitat. 
 We redid the path the runs along the fence in the garden to reduce erosion of gravel and rocks 

into the garden beds. 
 We installed steps that are both more aesthetically pleasing and safe. 
 We installed a new retaining wall that runs from the steps to the building.  This wall prevents 

erosion and provides students with another place to sit. 
 We built 10 new raised beds, covered the black-top with decomposed granite, installed a new 

whiteboard, and purchased outdoor cooking supplies.  These elements combine to create a 
whole new feel to the lower garden- we now truly have an outdoor classroom that can be used 
for cooking, growing, and experimenting. 

 We are in the process of creating an irrigation plan and purchasing equipment. 
 All PTA projects have either been completed or are in process. 

 
How did the garden grow in terms of its own sustainability? 

 We have installed a model rain water catchment system and a hand-washing sink that sends 
water back to the garden. 

 The students have created compost and worm compost systems. 
 We have built a sink that allows us to use our hand-washing water to water plants. 
 All garden beds and path areas are heavily mulched to increase water retention. 
 The hillside portion of the garden is increasingly being planted with perennial natives that 

utilize less water. 
 We are updating the drip irrigation system. 



 
Looking Forward… 
 
How do we plan on increasing community involvement this year? 

 We have increased the number of lunch spots available to students.  This year, there are 30 
spots a day open to upper grade students. 

 We have 15 classes scheduled for garden time this year.  All kindergarten through 3rd grade 
classes have regular garden time scheduled.  In addition, Ms. Best, Mr. Blake, and Mr. Brewer 
have expressed an interest in the garden as well. 

 We will have an after school garden club for 3rd-6th graders, offering yet another opportunity 
for students to be involved in the garden. 

 We have become one of the Contra Costa Master Gardener’s projects. 
 
What kind of projects do we have planned for this year? 

 Finish drip irrigation on the hillside portion of the garden 
 Create wildlife habitat garden in area opposite the driveway (this is both a 6th grade project, and 

whole school project for Earth Day) 
 Start hosting Madera Farmer’s Markets in the spring (this will be part of the 3rd grade garden 

curriculum) 
 Create a Peace Place and a Memorial Garden in the garden during lunch time (this is a 4th and 

5th grade project) 
 Create visible, artistic garden signage with after school garden club (this will be with 3rd-6th 

grade) 
 Install some type of more stable shade and rain structure in the garden 

 
What kind of support do we need from the PTA this year? 

 Funding for the drip irrigation project 
 Continued assistance with getting the word out about garden events 
 Help with grant writing 
 Planning for next year 

 
What other kinds of support are we seeking this year? 

 Partnerships with local businesses such as Urban Farmer, Acapulco Rock and Soil, etc. 
 Volunteer support from Contra Costa Master Gardeners 
 Funding from various grants: National PTA ($1000), PG&E ($2500), Annie’s ($250), Whole 

Foods ($2000) 
 Madera community support for events and for classroom volunteers 

 
 


