
 

President’s Message 
All this rain must mean it's Spring. Not only is the garden growing, so is everything else 

at Madera! We'll be blooming next year with the addition of 6th grade! Every month 

we have packed PTA agendas down to the minute. Expect to see some exciting 
changes at the school—more classroom technology, an outdoor classroom in the gar-

den, and a sound and DVD system for MPR, just to name a few. All of your fundraising 
dollars are going to benefit Madera students for years to come. 
 

Thank you for making Take Your Family To School Week a huge success! The lunch-

time assembly, "Are You Smarter Than a Madera 5th Grader?" proved the children 

have been paying attention in class. To the delight of all the kids, they came out victori-
ous! And although it rained the day that was scheduled for Have Lunch and Recess 

With Your Child, school pride wasn't at all dampened. You brought your sack lunches 
and dined with your children, and let them know that you make being involved a prior-

ity. I'm grateful that so many parents took the time to come to the many events that 

we had that week (and throughout the whole school year as well). The connections 
that have been forged at these events create student empowerment and a deep sense 

of pride. I hope you feel it too. Great teachers and a supportive Principal play a big role 
in that pride, but so do the many PTA activities that dot the school calendar. 
 

This time of the year we elect new PTA officers and begin to make plans and develop a 

budget for the next school year. It's a great time to get involved and express your 
point of view. Although there are lots of voices heard, it's crucial that nobody is over-

looked. 
 

Please continue to stay involved for the remainder of the school year. If you haven't 

been able to volunteer, but have intended to, there are still lots of opportunities. Up-
coming Spring events like International Night, the Spring Sing, and the Auction are al-

ways loaded with fun, and can't happen without your support. I understand that many 

parents work, and it's tough to squeeze in time for those "extra" activities, especially 

during school hours. Whether it's school, scouts, or sports, we are all strapped for 

time. However you are able to do it, we appreciate any time you can give to Madera. 
We all have the same goal in mind—providing support for our children. Go out of 

your way to thank someone you see who is taking the time to make a difference. A 
little thanks and recognition can go a long way to build a strong community.  
 

I personally want to thank all the people who have stepped up to make our fall and 

winter programs a success. I hope you have found it worthwhile and rewarding. I look 

forward to finishing this school year just as strong as the first half of the year. ~Linda 
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Upcoming Events 

Site Council meeting, 

Mon., March 14, 3 pm 

PTA meeting, Mon., 

March 14, 7:15 pm 

Race to Nowhere,  

Thursday, March 17, 

7 pm, Rialto  Cinema. 

International Night, 

Thursday, March 24 

Science Fair, Tues-

day, April 5 (projects 

due Friday, April 1) 

Madera Auction, 

Sat., April 9, Mira 

Vista Country Club 

School Site Council,  

Mon.,  April 11, 3 pm 

PTA Meeting, Mon., 

April 11,  7:15 pm 

Family Science 

Night,  Apr 14, 6 pm 



In the February 18 issue of the Sacramento Bee, Tom Torlakson, the state superintendent of public instruc-

tion, co-authored an article on the dismal state of science education in the nation and in California. He notes, 

“A 2007 survey of school districts in the Bay Area conducted by the Lawrence Hall of Science at the Univer-

sity of California, Berkeley, found that 80 percent of K-5 teachers who responded to the survey said they 

spent 60 minutes or less teaching science each week. Sixteen percent said they spent no time at all.”   

At Madera, we are fortunate to have teachers with a commitment to including science in the curriculum (my 

second grader recently dissected a baby octopus!); a wonderful garden (see http://

www.maderaschoolgarden.org/) and a fabulous, energetic garden coordinator, Molly Wahl, who makes the 

garden a true, hand-on learning experience and works with the teachers to integrate that experience into the 

curriculum; dedicated teachers like Ms. Schooley, who coordinates the Science Fair and takes the initiative to 

ensure that science is front and center at Madera; PTA-funded math and science nights with programming by 

Lawrence Hall of Science and Chabot Science Center; PTA-funded science-related field trips; and generous 

parent (and grandparent!) volunteers who are scientists, themselves.  

Do you take advantage of all that Madera has to offer in the sciences? The annual Madera Science Fair is a 

wonderful opportunity to do so! The Science Fair will be held on Tuesday, April 5 in the evening (projects 

are due on Friday, April 1). K-3 students may enter a collection, a written or pictorial display of how some-

thing works, a scientific observation display, model, problem solving project or experiment. Students in 

grades 4 and 5 are encouraged to submit a problem solving project or experiment using the scientific 

method. Display instructions and more information are available in the school office in the Science Fair Box 

or at http://maderapta.com/. Need help? Volunteer mentors can assist your child—just leave a request in the 

Science Fair Box.  And don’t miss the final Family Science Night of the year on April 14 (see pg. 3). 

1) Buy a ticket and come!  Ad-

vance tickets are $35 per 

ticket or two for $60 (or $40 

per ticket at the door). 

2) Volunteer to help on the day 

of the auction ( contact 

maderaauction@att.net).  

3) Donate an item or service 

(contact Tammy Garretson at 

tammylou@sbcglobal.net). 

4) Donate a favorite bottle of 

wine for a wine basket 

(contact Patricia Osorio-

Mark your calendar for Saturday, 

April 9 from 5 to 10 pm for the 

Madera Auction, the school’s an-

nual gala and largest fundraiser! 

The theme, Madera/A Dream, is 

an anagram, and expresses our 

aspirations for our children’s 

school experience. Dress is Black 

and White—be creative! There 

will be dinner, a DJ and dancing, a 

photo booth, a silent auction,  and 

a live auction.  

How can you help?  
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Save the Date for the Madera Auction—Saturday, April 9th  

Madera Matters 

Calling All Scientists for the Madera Science Fair 

5) Advertise your business in the 

program (contact Steven Gaffa-

gan at sgaffagan@yahoo.com).  

6) Bid on auction items, including 
your child’s class plate (many 

thanks to Laura Pedretti for co-

ordinating this!).   

But most of all, dig into your closet 

for black and white duds and come 

and join the fun! 

http://topics.sacbee.com/Bay+Area/
http://topics.sacbee.com/University+of+California/
http://topics.sacbee.com/University+of+California/
http://www.maderaschoolgarden.org/
http://www.maderaschoolgarden.org/
http://maderapta.com/
mailto:maderaauction@att.net
mailto:tammylou@sbcglobal.net
mailto:sgaffagan@yahoo.com


Ever want to see the world? Visit 

South America, Europe, Asia and 

Africa all within the walls of 

Madera!  

Save the date for International 

Night on Thursday, March 24, 

when the Multipurpose Room will 

be transformed into a global vil-

lage. You will be greeted by am-

bassadors in one of twenty lan-

guages spoken at home by Madera 

families. Students dressed in tradi-

tional clothing will explain the cus-

toms of various countries of ori-

gin. Appetizers, finger foods and 

desserts from cultures around the 

world will be served.  

And Madera’s first talent show will 

entertain you and showcase the 

vibrant cultural traditions in our 

community. Students are diligently 

rehearsing guitar and piano recit-

als, popular music numbers, and all 

kinds of dance, including ballet, 

Indian classical dance, Chinese 

dragon dances, and Japanese drum 

dances. 

Volunteers are needed! Can you 

lend a flag or some music from 

your native country or ethnic 

heritage? Bring an appetizer or 

dessert typical of cuisine from 

your ethnic background? Volun-

teer to help set up or clean up? 

Decorate the MPR after school? 

Assist the performers backstage?  

Please contact Sapana Sakya at 

sapsakya@yahoo.com or 

510.206.5056 or Lan Sobhi at sob-

hilan@aol.com or 415.987.0997 

to volunteer.  

Join us for an evening of interna-

tional art, crafts, education, food, 

and fun! 

 

Don’t miss the final Family Science 

Night of the year!  

Lawrence Hall of Science presents 

Environmental Detectives! Stu-

dents will conduct hands-on sci-

ence experiments to unravel an 

environmental mystery.  There 
will be two mysteries—one for K-

3 and one for 3-5—to allow stu-

dents to engage in age appropriate 

scientific investigation. 

For example, in one scenario, stu-

dent Environmental Detectives 

investigate what is causing fish to 

die in a watershed and answer the 

question, “What’s Killing the 

Fish?”  

When: Thursday, April 14, 6:00-

6:50 pm for children with last 

names from A-L and 7:00 to 7:50 

pm for children with last names 

from M-Z. 

Volunteers are needed! Please 

contact Alonn Ilan at alon-

nilan@gmail.com. 

ents who are trying to do what’s 

best for their kids, “Race to No-

where” points to the silent epidemic 

in our schools: cheating has become 

commonplace, students have be-

come disengaged, stress-related ill-

ness, depression and burnout are 

rampant, and young people arrive at 

college and the workplace unpre-

pared and uninspired. 

“Race to Nowhere” is a call to mo-

bilize families, educators, and policy 

makers to challenge current assump-

tions on how to best prepare the 

youth of America to become healthy, 

bright, contributing and leading citi-

zens. 

 

Find a link on our website: 

www.maderapta.com to pre-order 

your tickets. Tickets are only avail-

able in advance and are expected to 

sell out. A portion of the $10 ticket 

price benefits Madera PTA. Special 

thanks to the City of El Cerrito and 

Rialto Cinemas for this special 

screening. A must-see for all parents.  

 

Parents’ night out! Come have din-

ner and see the educational docu-

mentary, the “Race to Nowhere.”  

 

One night only: March 17th, 7:00 pm 

at Rialto Cinemas, El Cerrito.  
 

Featuring the heartbreaking stories 

of young people across the country 

who have been pushed to the brink, 

educators who are burned out and 

worried that students aren’t devel-

oping the skills they need, and par-
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Madera’s Got Talent At International Night     Last Science Night 

Parents’ Night Out—See the “Race to Nowhere”   
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