
 

President’s Message 
It seems like every time you pick up a newspaper there is more bad news...the global 
financial crisis, home prices in freefall, the California State Budget going nowhere, budget 
cuts, layoffs, school closures...even the weather report is bad news, with another dry 
winter!  
 
Yet amid all the doom and gloom, there is good news, there is reason for optimism. It 
was absolutely exhilarating to watch the inauguration and to see a new administration 
with fresh ideas, open communication, and positive ideals take the helm of the ship of 
state. I think, regardless of our political persuasion, that this presidential inauguration is 
one of those moments that will be an "I remember where I was..." sort of moment for 
the rest of our lives. It's hard not to be moved by such eloquent words, and inspired by 
example and leadership. This is good news for our kids and for Madera.  
 
There may be federal funds available that will help our district with its many financial 
woes. And, closer to home, your PTA is implementing the spending action plan adopted 
in December (see page 4 for additional information).  
 
State budget cuts? The PTA has funds available to help cover the gap: we've budgeted 
$10,000 this year to help fund programs that might be cut by the state. We have addi-
tional funds—YOUR funds—that have been earmarked for math, science, arts, PE, and 
much more. How can you help? Contributing money, of course, is always important and 
always needed. But more important is something even more valuable: your time. Volun-
teer! Help with an event, come to a meeting, help in the classroom, or sit down with 
your kid for a few more minutes to do homework or to read. All of these things help 
our kids, help our community, and bring us closer together as families, and in a larger 
sense, as a nation.  
 
For information about volunteer opportunities, come to a PTA meeting or email Kathy 
Guarneri, at lamaneri@yahoo.com. You can also talk to me or any other PTA officer. 
 
Our economy, our state, and our schools are in crisis. Can we help to make things bet-
ter? Can we actually make a difference? YES WE CAN!  

 

~David Miller  

Madera Matters 
Madera Matters,  
February 2009 

Portola Middle 
School: An Invitation 
For those planning on 
attending Portola next 
year, or are simply curi-
ous about the school 
and community, Joanna 
Pace, Portola PTSA 
President, would like to 
extend an invitation to 
upcoming Portola PTSA 
meetings which will fo-
cus on two special top-
ics: 
 
March 10: Update on the 
relocation and recon-
struction proposals, as 
well as plans to move 
students to portable 
classrooms 
 
April 21: Welcome and 
orientation to parents of 
incoming 6th and 7th 
grade students.  
 
All meetings are on the 
Portola campus, and be-
gin at 7:00 p.m. For 
more information, email 
Joanna at 
josanola@hotmail.com  



Hillary Miller’s enthusiasm for teaching was on display at the Madera Art Show on January 27. Her fourth grade class 
submitted a collective work based on Van Gogh’s “Starry Night.” The piece was created using graphing techniques and 
fulfilled a math standard. The class also learned about the intersection of different art forms by studying a poem in-
spired by Starry Night (fulfilling a language arts standard). Mrs. Miller even planned to integrate a discussion of govern-
ment structures using the artwork (fulfilling a history/social science standard). How? By inserting stars in the artwork 
and asking students to reflect on the recent presidential inauguration, how it made them feel, and what it meant. This 
would launch a discussion of what government does and how it works. It was a stunning debut—both for the 4th grade 
students and for their new teacher. 

Mrs. Miller is new to Madera this year, but has taught for many years, including at Lincoln (7th grade) and Ford Elemen-
tary (4th grade, 3rd/4th grade, and a 4th/5th GATE class) Schools in WCCUSD. Fourth grade is her favorite grade to 
teach—the kids are still innocent, but are old enough to have a sense of humor and get her jokes! It is, in Mrs. Miller’s 
words, “a perfect age.”  

Previously, Mrs. Miller was a Montessori pre-school teacher. She uses Montessori’s holistic approach to education. 
When asked if it was difficult to switch from a Montessori environment to one in which the content is set by standards, 
she said, “No! I changed because teaching public school gives me more control over the curriculum.” She particularly 
credited having good principals, who allow creativity in the classroom as long as the prescribed content is taught. Her 
own positive experience in elementary school made her want to go into teaching. 

Mrs. Miller has been very impressed by the PTA and the level of parental involvement and support at Madera. She was 
surprised to have parents offering to volunteer their time in the classroom. She is thrilled to be part of the Madera 
community, and we are thrilled (and lucky) to have her.      

Madera Art Show A Success! 
Congratulations to all the budding artists whose work was recognized at the recent Madera Art Show. The range and 
quality of the art was impressive! There were piano and hip hop performances, pottery, oil paintings, scenes in clay, 
photographs, and multimedia creations. The Portola Jazz Band played, and Madera fifth graders served an elegant dinner 
at Café della Madera. If you missed it, be sure to put this spectacular night on your calendar next year! 

Many thanks are owed to the community sponsors and parent volunteers who coordinated and volunteered their time 
for the Art Show and Dinner, especially: Natalie Corti, Kathleen Erwin, Kathy Guarneri, and Artie Climons.  

 

Parade, entertainment by music 
teacher Jan Jones, who will lead the 
children in songs from around the 
world, and international dishes that 
each Madera family will bring to 
share. Volunteers are always needed 
for set-up, decorations, food serving 
and clean-up. If you are able to volun-
teer, please contact Lucy Kirsch at 
luz_kirsch@hotmail.com or Sue 
Dodd at stdodd@earthlink.net. 

Madera’s much-anticipated Interna-
tional Night will be held on Thursday, 
March 5. Please save the date! I-Night 
is a celebration of the diversity of our 
community’s cultures and shows 
Madera students that each of them 
has an important role in making the 
world a better place. The I-Night ac-
tivities include student decorations 
around this year's theme of Unity, a 
participatory International Costume  
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Madera International Night—Thursday, March 5th 

Madera Matters 

Teacher’s Corner: Meet Hillary Miller 



The WCCUSD staff has proposed 
closing 6 elementary schools, 1 mid-
dle school, 1 high school, 2 continua-
tion schools, and 2 adult education 
schools over the next two school 
years. Other district facilities also will 
be closed or consolidated.  

Under the current proposal, which 
will be submitted to the Board for a 
final vote on February 11 (unless 
changed at a public hearing held on 
February 4), several changes will take 
place in the El Cerrito High atten-
dance area: Castro Elementary 
School will be closed, and Portola will 
be rebuilt at the Castro site. Stege 
will add a 6th grade, which will leave 
Madera as the only feeder school to 

Portola that does not have a 6th 
grade. 

The staff recommendations were 
based on input from the community, 
which was collected over a series of 
public meetings, and a study con-
ducted concurrently by the consulting 
firm MGT of America. Community 
representatives from each high 
school attendance area were asked 
to vote for one of two district-
proposed scenarios for school clo-
sures or to propose alternatives. Eve-
ryone who attended was given the 
same opportunity, and results were 
tallied for appointed committee 
members, as well as for the general 
public. All responses are available on 

the district website: http://
www.wccusd.k12.ca.us (click on 
School closure information).  

The complete proposed closure list 
includes: El Sobrante, Lake, Shannon, 
Olinda, Castro, and Nystrom ele-
mentaries; Adams Middle, Kennedy 
High, Gompers and North Campus 
continuation schools, and Serra and 
Alvarado adult education schools. 
Additionally, Mira Visa will be recon-
figured as a K-8 and seven K-5 
schools will be given a 6th grade 
(Chavez, Wilson, Coronado, King, 
Lincoln, Dover and Stege). 

lights, and upgraded and enhanced 
signage for crosswalk traffic on Ar-
lington, Madera and Brewster 
Drives. Out of 401 applications, ours 
was one of 119 selected. It will take 
time for these upgrades to be imple-
mented.   

As a school, we are trying to edu-
cate families on parking and traffic 
safety at the school, while the city 

and Caltrans help with traffic control 
along the Arlington. The city has 
been very responsive in dealing with 
our traffic concerns. Many thanks to 
Elaine for her tremendous efforts in 
coordinating with the city and secur-
ing funding! 

 

Good news--Madera was selected 
for a Safe Routes to School (SRTS) 
grant from Caltrans. Elaine Alexan-
der, the PTA’s Traffic Safety volun-
teer, contacted the City of El 
Cerrito to help Madera with traffic 
along “Arlington Freeway” and the 
adjoining streets, and the city applied 
for this grant with Madera's input. 
The grant will help fund crosswalk 
flashing lights, in-pavement flashing 

in our Auction program. Program Ad 
levels: $250 (Full-page), $100 (One-
quarter page) $50 (Standard business 
card-size).  Contact: Rula Craner at 
(415) 983-8560 or rula_craner 

@yahoo.com. 

The money raised by the auction 
each year enables us to provide criti-
cal resources to our children includ-

The Madera auction is the PTA’s big-
gest fundraiser of the year, raising 
$25,000 in 2008! This year it will be 
held on Saturday, April 4 at the El 
Cerrito Community Center.  

We hope that you will show your 
support by making a tax-deductible 
donation of a gift certificate or mer-
chandise to be auctioned off. You 
may also help by purchasing ad space 

ing vocal music, science enrichment, 
field trips, classroom supplies, reading 
programs and supporting the com-
puter lab. Volunteers also are needed 
the day of the event to help set up 
and decorate. Food prep volunteers 
are needed on Friday, April 3 and 
Saturday, April 4. Contact Natalie 
Borreani at (510) 815-0503 or 
nborreani@sbcglobal.net. 

February 2009 

Madera Auction—Saturday, April 4th—Save the Date! 

School Closure Update    

Traffic Safety Grant  

Page 3 

 



Computers and Technology 

Supplies and equipment: $1,000 

We also approved additional funding 
allocations for major site improve-
ments: 

Shade structures and seating: up to 
$20,000 

Garden project management and de-
velopment: $10,000 

Refurbishment of the lower play-
ground lawn and fence repair: 
$10,000 

In addition, another $10,000 was allo-
cated for reserve funding to enhance 

The Madera PTA approved up to 
$70,000 in additional funding for pro-
jects this school year! We approved 
funding for:  

Math and Science programs 

Additional assemblies, books, materi-
als, and programs supporting math 
and science: $5,000 

Arts and Music 

Arts instruction and music education 
assemblies: $3,000 

Physical Education 

Supplies and materials to promote 
exercise and activity: $1,000 

the programs shown above, as 
needed. Spending decisions regarding 
this will be made after the first quar-
ter of 2009. (We also have another 
$10,000 budgeted in reserve to com-
pensate for budget cuts, if needed.) 

PTA Allocates Additional $70,000 This Year 

Upcoming Events 
♦ Site Council meeting, Monday, February 9, 3:00 pm 

♦ PTA Meeting, Monday, February 9, 7:15 pm 

♦ Family Science Night: Astronomy, Thursday, February 12 

(presented by  the Chabot Space and Science Center) 

♦ International Night, Thursday, March 5 

♦ Site Council meeting, Monday, March 9, 3:00 pm 

♦ PTA Meeting, Monday, March 9, 7:15 pm 

♦ Family Math Night: Art of Math,  Thursday, March 26 

(presented by Lawrence Hall of Science) 

♦ Madera Auction, April 4, El Cerrito Community Center 

♦ Family Science Night: Wizard’s Lab on Wheels, April 9 

Yearbook Help 
It's yearbook time again and we 
are looking for volunteers to 
help with this fun and amazing 
Madera memory book! If you 
are interested in helping in any 
way please contact Negar Souza 
at 510.543.7016 or email her at: 

thesouzafamily@ comcast.net 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Go Madera! 
Madera, Kensington, and Ford 
elementary schools were among 
911 schools named 2008 Honor 
Roll Schools by California Busi-
ness for Education Excellence 
and Just for the Kids-California 
for students’ academic achieve-
ments.  See http://
www.cbeefoundation.org/

Got News? 

The deadline for the next issue of 
the Madera PTA Newsletter is April 
5. Please submit items for the spring 
issue to Clare Sheridan at 
claresher@yahoo.com. Please in-
clude your phone number in case of 
questions. Thanks! 


